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*■ Lebanese resistance 
J reports clash 

» . BEIRUT (AP) — Resistance 

? fighters said. Sunday a guerrilla 

* infiltrates was killed in a dash 
■j with Israeli troops inside the en- 

. dave die Jewish state occapies m.;> 

* 1 South Lebanon. The- National 

Resistance said in a statement 
ssoed in Beirut that a squad of 
nfiltrators was ambushed by an 
Israeli patrol at Dawn Saturday 
ust outside the village of Quo- 
. icen in Israel’s self-styled “secnr- 
ty zone.” The statement said a 
15-minute firefigfat ensued,- dur- 
- - ng which one of theinfiltrators, 
Phad Mohammad Salameh, was 
rilled. The Israeli army said 
’ X Saturday that two guerrillas had 
leen killed in an overnight dash 
vith Israeli soldiers in the same 
irea of the “security zone.” 
There are often contacting re- 
xnts from the two rides. 

Iran denies 
Egyptian charges 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran on Sun- 
Jay denied allegations that it was 
lending arms to Muslim fun* 
iamentalists in Egypt, die state- 
run Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy (IRNA) reported. The agency 
quoted a Foreign Ministry sonree 
as saying the Egyptian allegations 
: were “baseless.” The source said 
;tlie allegations were aimed at 
.“deceiving pnblic opinion,” 
IRNA reported. Egypt’s deputy 
i^^prime minister, Yousef Wriy, 

‘ Twas quoted as saying by Cairo 
. newspapers Friday that ban and 
Sudan were plotting to destabilise 
' Egypt (see page 2). He said that 
'Iran was t raining Egyptian and 
Sudanese “terro ri sts.” 

Iraq returning 
equipment to Kuwait • 

KUWATT^R) — Iraq- is-to. begin 
returning qute parts for ndfitaiy 
aircraft and medical equipment 
seized d uring its seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait, the 
Kuwaiti News Agency reported 
an Sunday. Baghdad would begin 
^ikending spare parts and a disman- 
1 tied 0130 transport plane kept at 
Iraq’s Habamya airbase on Mon- 
day, the agency said. One hun- 
dred traill er-loads of medical 
equipment taken from Kuwaiti 
hospitals would also begin arriv- 
ing via Arad in Saudi Arabia on 
Abg- 24. And a base would be set 
up at Safwan in southern Iraq in 
September to receive tanks, 
armoured personnel carriers and . 
other military hardware taken 
from the emirate, the agency 
said. Iraq has already returned 
about $700 rnfflon dollars worth 
of gold, several helicopters, {Near 
sulre boats and treasures belong- 
ing to Kuwait's ruling family in 
ccudpliance with UJ4. ceasefire , 
regulations. . 

Pakistan orders new 
"*$robe Into Zladeath 

ISLAMABAD (R> — Pakistani 
Pome Minister Nawaz Sharif 
named- a new high-level judicial 
commission on Sunday to investi- 
gate the death of mffitaiy ruler 
M ohammad ^ U1 Haq in a 
mysterious air crash four years 
ago. The inquiry was the second 
ordered by Mr. Sharif since' Ire 
came to power 21 months ago and 
was announced eight days before 
the fourth anniversary of the 
« death of General Zia, who seized 
power in a military coup in 1977. 
The three-man commission, 
headed by Supreme Court Judge 
Shafiur Rehman, wifi have up to 
six months to report on the cause 
of tbe crash of the air force C-130 
Hercules transport on Ang. 17, 
1988 and to determine if it was 
Sabotage and by whom, a govern- 
ment statement sad. 

4 Killed In feud 
over land In Egypt 

ASSIUT, Egypt (R)— Four men 
have been lolled in an Egy ptian 
village in a one-year-old veaoe t t a 
between two families over farm- 
land, security sources said on 
Sunday. Nine men abducted 
three co u s in s from a car on Fri- 
day, shot diem dead and cut up 
their bodies in a village 45 
kikww tf w ftn south of the central 
Egyptian city of Assiut, the 
sources said. Tbe body of a mem- 
ber 'of tire abductors* family was 
fo und in tire village the same day. 
•‘“She sources said the feud started , 
rest - year when a quarrel over 
demarcation of fields erupted 
into' a gunbatde in which two men 
vat {filed. Urey said the two 
feqnligg fairi since sold the dis- 
puted land to weapons 

purchases. 


Parliament calls for national 
unity and respect for pluralism 

Call issued against backdrop of ‘corruption’ probes 

House begins debate on draft law on press and publications 


AMMAN (7.T.) — Parliament 
Sunday Called on Jordanians to 
uphold national unity and politic- 
al pluralism, saying the King- 
dom’s democratic march wasf 
based on these two foundations. 

The call, made by Lower 
House Speaker Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyatat a regular session attepded 
by Prime Minister Sharif Zdd 
Ben Shaker and cabinet mem- 
bers, came against the backdrop 
of investigations into alleged cor- 
ruption cases and an unpre- 
cedented decision by the House 
to indict a former nwwow- for 
alleged misuse of office. 

The affair has led to demon- 
strations and demands tty resi- 
dents of tbe former Minister of 
Public. Works Mahmoud Hawam- 
deh’s town of Taflieh that the 
indictment against him be drop- 
ped or the entire cabinet in which 
he served be indicted face aena- 


he served be indicted (see sepa- 
rate story).' 

Dr. Arabiyat, without directly 
referring to the affair, appeared 
to appeal to die people. 

‘The Jordanian Parliament, 
people and .leadership have 


embodied national unity through 
daily practices by the Jordanian 
people who respect conn ter opin- 
ions,” Dr. Arabiyat told the 
House. “This is a. translation of 
the concept of pluralism that the 
Jordanians try to achieve and 
deepen.” he said. 

lire House indictment against 
Mr. Hawamdeh was related to a 
multi-million highway construc- 
tion contract. Parliament turned 
down a motion to indict former 
Prime Minister Zeid Rifai apd 
former Finance Minister Hanna 
Odeh on the same charges. 

The Parliament decisions, 
taken last Monday, have aroused 
a public stir, with Mr. Rifai 
issuing a statement accusing Par- 
liament members of levelling 
false charges against him and the 
chairman of the the House's In- 
vestigations Committee counter- 
attacking him, saying that Parlia- 
ment was pursuing other corrup- 
tion cases in Jordan. 

Following Dr. Arabiyat’s 
speech, the House got down to 
discussing the press and publica- 
tion draft law. 


Parliament o fficials said 
the House’s Law Committee had 
held 10 meetings to debate the 
various articles of the draft law, 
winch was presented to the full 
House for a final discussion. 

Officials said that together with 
the political parties law, the prss 
and publication law constitutes 
the pillar of democracy in Jordan. 

The draft law consists of 59 
articles, and the Law Cnmmitt** 
has stressed in its report a num- 
ber of important principles 
which, among other things, in- 
cluded the following: 

— The right of Jordanian citizens 
in exercising free press and pub- 
lications as guaranteed by the 
Constitution. 

— In this regard the committee's 
report recommends that the 
Jordanians be given the right to 
own, produce and distribute pub- 
lications. 

— The draft law gives definitions 
of the concerned ministry, tbe 
information services, the Jordan 
Press Association, and periodic- 
als. 

— The draft law also states that 


the press can exercise its work 
freely in providing the public with 
news and commentaries and con- 
tribute towards propagating cul- 
ture and ideology and sciences. 

The draft law also provides for 
safeguarding public freedoms. 

— According to the draft law 
the quest to acquire news and 
information is an integral part of 
a free press. A free press means 
allowing the public access to 
facts, ideas and information, 
which are of interest to die local, 
community at tbe local , Arab, 
pan-Arab and international 
levels. 

— Tbe draft law provides for 
newspapers and the news agen- 
cies and the editors and journal- 
ists to refrain from revealing their 
sources of information. 

The committee’s report said 
that a free press can only be 
regarded within tbe framework of 
constitutional freedoms. 

Although most of the amend- 
ments suggested by the Law 
Committee are linguistic and sty- 

(Contmued on page 5) 


Jordan, Palestinians 
discuss self-government 


Rabin cabinet plans to 
amend anti-PLO law 


By Ran Sabbagh 


AMMAN — 'Jordan and tbe 
Palestinians began delicale and 
detailed talks on Sunday on 
loosening ties during any interim 
period trf limi ted setf-nde in fire 
Israel: -occupied territories 
emerging from Middle East peace 
talks. 

“There are common issues be- 
tween us and the Palestinians 
dozing the interim period which 
he started to sort out now,” said a 
senior Jordanian official, who re- 
quested anonymity. 

The discussions were taking 
place as it emerged in Israel that 
the Rabin government was prop- 
osing legalising contacts with foe 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO). 

Tbe Israeli justice ministzy said 
it was drafting an amendment to 
tiw law forbidding contact with 
tbe FLO which Israel has long 
considered a “terrorist” organisa- 
tion (see a qp a rate story). 

P alestinian and Jordanian offi- 
cials said Sunday's discussion s in 
Amman covered ways of helping 
Palestinians realise gradual self- 
government through cutting 
sweeping socio-economic and 
administrative links developed 
with Israel under 25 years of 
occupation. 


- Thtf detailed , talks have been 
prompted tty hagh hopes r that 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
will fulfill promises to give 
Palestinians limited autonomy in 
nine months. 

“There are also issues between' 
the Palestinians and Israel on 
tbe one hand, and between ns, 
tbe Palestinians and tbe Israelis 
on the other hand, which also 
have to be defined before thenext 
round of peace talks,” a Jorda- 
nian official said. 

The next season erf talks in 
Jordan is due to be held around 
Aug. 17. . 

“Jordan’s relationship with the 
interim... phase was at foe heart 
of our talks,” Palestinian 
peace delegate Saeb Erckat. He 
gave no details. 

Unlike the first rounds of Mid- 
dle East talks wind* failed to 
achieve any progress mainly be- 
cause of the hardline policies of 
Israel’s former Uknd-ied govern- 
ment, Arabs hope Mr. Rabin and 
ha negotiators wfll be more flexi- 
ble in foe Washington meetings. 

Negotiators to the U.S.-backed 
peace process launched in Octo- 
ber, have - been considering a 
proposal for a five-year period of 
interim self-rule in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip with talks on 

(Co ntin u e d oa page 5) 


TEL AVIV (Agencies). — Legis^ 
fcators of Prune Minister Yitzhak' 
Rabin’s Labour Party are taking 
steps to legalise meetings with 
officials of foe Palatine Libera- 
tion Organisation (FLO), a gov- 
ernment minister said Sunday. 

Officials said Labour was intro- 
ducing a bill to nullity part of a 
1986 amendment barring contacts 
with “terrorist" groups, which is 
how Israel defines the PLO. 
However, they said Israel still 
would bar the PLO into peace 
talks. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
said in an interview with the 
Italian newspaper'll Messaggero 
that the government would prop- 
ose changing foe law once parlia- 
ment returns from its summer 
break in October. 

Asked on Israel Radio about 
Mr. Peres’s comments. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin 
said he and legislator Yael Day- 
an, daughter of tbe late General 
Mosbe Dayan, were introducing 
legislation on tbe subject. 

Mr. Beilin said of the 1986 
amendment that Mr. Rabin’s 
cabinet has “a deep commitment 
to change this terrible law. We all 
flunk today that it’s a stupid law.” 

He said his bill legalise meet- 
ings with members of the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) un- 
less foe meeting , is held “with 


intent to harm (Israeli) state in- 
terests.” 

Mr. BetEn said this would put 
Israeli law in fine with most West- 
ern countries where intent is a 
key aspect of tbe law. 

“Everyone thinks this law is 
idiotic that you cannot meet with 
someone connected to the Pales- 
tine National Council even if be is 
a professor in a Washington uni- 
versity," Mr. Beillin told Israel 
radio. 

The 1986 amendment to 
Israel’s law allows a three-year 
jail term for contacts with the 
PLO. Two Israelis have been 
jailed under the law, notably 
peace crusader Abie Nathan who 
served two prison terms for meet- 
ing PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat 

Mr. Beilin also said, however, 
that Israel intended to continue 
with its policy of negotiating only 
with Palestinians from tbe occu- 
pied territories in peace talks, 
rather than with PLO officials. 

“We have found a formula for 
dialogue with the Palestinians,” 
Mr. Beilin said. “We have been 
sitting with Palestinians in peace 
talks, all of whom are dose to foe 
PLO. This is no secret. 

“They get orders, consult with 
tbe PLO and have photographs 

(Continued on page 5) 


Settlers challenge 
Rabin with building 


Aghans flee Kabul 
as truce efforts falter 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Dozens of Jewish 
settlers barricaded themselves 'in 
a hastily built structure^ in tbe 
occupied West Bank far several 
hours Sunday m a dispute with 
the army over construction of 
settlement housing. 

The co nfr o n tation, which en- 
ded: peacefully, was the first se- 
rious test of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin’s pledge to curb set- 
tlement bunding in hopes of win- 
ning U.S. aid to hop - absorb 
Soviet immigrants. 

. About 300 settlers were in- 
volved in the protest agpunst fbe 
Rabin governm ent's limitations * 
on new . settler housing in foe 
occupied territories, an army 

source said. 

One man was injured ami ab- 
out 10 others were detained by 
the army before an agreement 
was worked out for the settlers to 
leave the site in foe settlement of 
Ktryflt Arba, above the town trf 
Hebron. 

■ Settlers agreed to leave after 
the army promised not to demol- 
ish the building until the issue is 
settled in court, setder leader 
Noam Arson said on Israel Tele- 
vision. 

The settlers, who chose tbe 
Jewish fast day of Tisha B’av to 


stage their protest, began to build 
the new house in the middle of 
tbe night in an area where new 
construction has been frozen, the 
army-said. 

The army declared tbe area a 
closed military zone and ordered 
tiie settlers to evacuate tbe ate. 
Dozens refused, inducting some 
who brought gas masks to pre- 
vent being ejected by tcar-^s, 
Israel Radio reported. 

The radio said tbe settlers con- 
structed a cement floor and four 
cement-brick walls. 

During the ensuing confronta- 
tion, one settler was hit on the 
head with a soldier's rifle butt and 
others were treated for dehydra-' 
tion. 

Mr. Rabin, now in foe United 
Sates, meets President George 
Bush on Monday at foe presi- 
dent’s vacation home in Maine to 
discuss Israel’s request for $10 
billion in housing loan guarantees 
over a five-year period. (See page 
Z) 

Mr. Bush had refused the loan - 
guarantees when the previous 
government of Yitzhak Shamir 
refused to halt a settlement build- 
ing drive. U.S. policy considers 
the settlements an obstade to a 

(Continued on page 5) 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Thousands of people fled Kabul 
on Sunday after the government 
a pparently failed to negotiate a 
halt to shelling between rival 
Mujahedeen groups in the capit- 
aL 

Thousands fled in trucks, buses 
and on foot. They left a ghost 
town devastated by rocket and 
shellfire. 

“Our houses are being des- 
troyed and the government does 
nothing,” 3<tid a young widow 
who gave her name only as Mum-’ 
taz. “I'm going to move to my 
husband’s family in Herat for the 

safety af my son.” 

Smoke bfflowed across tbe city 
from rocket strikes. . 

The interior and defence minis , 
tries said on Saturday they would 
soon announce a ceasefire, poss- 
ibly by noon on Sunday. 

Interior Minister Ahmad Shah, 
Defence Minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood and hk deputies from foe 
three parties were said to be 
involved in foe dashes were tak- 
ing part in ceasefire talks, but 
they have apparently failed to 
reach any agreement. 

At least 35 people were killed 
and scores more injured in the 
power struggle among the rebel 
factions in foe Islamic interim 
government, rebel sources said. 


Witnesses said it was the fiercest' 
fighting since the new leadersh i p 
replaced the former communist 
regime that collapsed in late 
April. 

The fighting prompted Presi- 
dent Burhanndin Rabbaxri to can- 
cel a three-day official visit to 
Iran, a spokesman said. Mr. Rab- 
bani was to leave for Tehran 
Saturday, but the spokesman said 
the trip had been called off be- 
cause “some urgent matters in 
the country.” 

One rocket slammed into foe 
presidential palace compound in 
central Kabul, kilting eight peo- 
ple and injuring 12, government 
sources said. 

.Defence Ministry spokesman 
Sayed Datifi said the hardline 
Ittehad-e-Islami, made op of Sun- 
ni Muslims, was fighting the 
Shiite Hezb-e-Wabdat group in 
the west of KabuL 

Hezb-e-Wahdat spokesman 
Mohammad Karim KhaKli said 
the group was willing to halt 
artillery fire if Ittehad followed 
soft. No one from Ittehad was 
available to comment. 

Tbe two rival religious groups 
have fought sporadic battles m 
the area since the Mujahedeen 

(Continued «* page 2) 



Former Minister of Public Works Mahmoud 
Hawamdeh, who was indicted by Parliament for 
alleged misuse of public foods, Sunday addresses 


supporters who converged on his bouse after 
demonstrations (Photo by Yousef A1 ’Allan) 


Protesters demand charges against Rifai 
cabinet or reversal of Hawamdeh indictment 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 
and Snhair Obddat 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — About 500 Jorda- 
nians marched through the streets 
of Amman Sunday, castigating 
Parliament for its indictment of 
former Public Works Minister 
Mahmoud Hawamdeh on charges 
of corruption and misuse of state 
funds. 

Tbe demonstrators, who took 


foe 120-kilometre trip from Mr. 
Hawamdeh's home town of 
Tafileh to Amman to express 
their anger over what they railed 
a smear on their town's name, 
accused the Lower House of Par- 
liament of selectivity and deman- 
ded that either the charges 
against Mr. Hawamdeh be drop- 
ped or all members of the cabinet 
of former Prime Minister Zeid 
Rifai be put on trial. 

Chanting slogans demonstrat- 


ing their belief that corruption is 
widespread in the country, the 
protesters demanded to see His 
Majesty King Hussein and asked 
for his protection against the “de- 
puties’ injustice.” 

“Down with Parliament. We 
want to see foe King, foe only fair 
leader who ran protect us from 
foe injustices of the deputies,” 
chanted the protesters, who in- 

(Con turned on page 5) 


U.N. team begins new mission 
in Iraq; no problems reported 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — U.N. 
weapons experts inspected a so- 
far undisclosed rite in Iraq on 
Sunday and returned to their 
hotels without any reported prob- 
lems. 

“It was an inspection day, the 
first one. That is all it was, 
“Nikita Smidovich, head of the 
22-member team, told reporters 
when the inspectors returned to 
their hotel. “We went where we 
planned to go.” 

Asked whether foe team saw 
what it wanted to see, Mr. Smido- 
vich said: “Yes.” 

He declined to say whether foe 
team tried to inspect any govern- 
ment ministries, put off-limits to 
U.N. aims inspectors by Baghdad 
last Thursday, or whether the 


inspection site was in or outride 
the capital. 

“Really I have nothing to re- 
port to yon,” he said. Asked 
about cooperation with Iraqi offi- 
cials, Mr. Smidovich said: “It was 
a normal inspection day for us.” 

He declined to say whether foe 
inspectors found anything unex- 
pected but said Iraqi officials 
treated American experts in tbe 
team no differently from the 
other members. 

The field work started a day 
later than planned, after the Ira- 
qis said Saturday, the official end 
of the eight-year Iraq-Iran war in 
1988, was a national holiday. 

Mr. Smidovich said his team 
would continue its mission on 
Monday. 


The teamr ^ch^ amved on 
Friday, was foe first to enter Iraq 
since U.N. inspectors searched 
the Ministry of Agriculture on 
July 28 and 29 after a three-week 
standoff that drew threats of 
force from the United States. 

That was foe gravest confronta- 
tion yet between the U.N. and 
Baghdad over the scrapping of 
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- 
tion since inspections started in 
April last year. 

The team left its hotel on Sun- 
day morning in seven four-wheel- 
drive vehicles escorted by eight 
cars and vans and a police car 
carrying Iraqi security men. 

The U.N. vehicles, some still 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hooded men Top Shiite scholar 
blow up laid t 0 res t in Najaf 


blow up 
Algerian 
town hall 

ALGIERS (R) — At least five 
hooded men broke into foe town 
ball in foe east Algerian town of 
Essanour early on Sunday and 
blew up tbe building, Algiers 
radio said. 

Tbe attack was foe first of its 
kind in tbe wave of violence 
which has swept Algeria since foe 
authorities cancelled elections 
which foe fundamentalist Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) looked set 
to win. The courts outlawed the 
FIS in March. 

In a separate incident in the 
western town of Sidi Bel Abbes, a 
policeman guarding a hospital 
was shot dead during foe night by 
unidentified gunmen who 
escaped in a vehicle, the official 
Algerian news agency APS re- 
ported. *~ 


BAGHDAD (R) — Tbe world's 
top Shiite Muslim scholar, 
Abdolqassem Al-Khoei, was 
buried on Sunday in the Iraqi 
holy city of Najaf at a ceremony 
attended by a large crowd of 
clerics and followers, foe Iraq 
News Agency (INA) said. 

The INA despatch contra- 
dicted reports carried by Iran’s 
IRNA news agency suggesting 
variously that Grand Ayatollah 
Khoei was buried on Saturday in 
a hasty, family ceremony and that 
Iraq was preventing its Shiites 
from turning out to mourn him. 

Tbe Iranian-born ayatollah 
died aged 92 in the southern Iraqi 
town of Kufa on Saturday, two 
weeks after leaving Baghdad’s 
Ben AI Nafis hospital following 
surgery to fit a pacemaker in his 
heart. 

“The funeral was attended by 
Najaf Governor Karim Hassan 
Reda, officials from die Ministry 
of Endowments and Religious 


Affairs and a large crowd of 
clerics and followers,” INA said. 

Both Iraq and Shiite Iran, 
which were at war from 1980 to 
1988, declared three days of 
national mourning for Ayatollah 
Khoei who spent most of his life 
in Najaf writing more than 90 
books on theology (see page 2). 

Shortly after a crushed post 
Gulf war Shiite rebellion against 
foe government of President Sad- 
dam Hussein, Ayatollah Khoei 
appeared on Iraqi Television 
meeting foe Iraqi leader. He 
spoke out against the fighting, 
which Iraq blamed on Iran. 

Ayatollah Khoei’s followers 
outside Iraq accused the govern- 
ment of kidnapping him, detain- 
ing members of Us family and 
forcing him to make the appear- 
ance. They said Iraq kept him 
virtually under house arrest. 

Iran, which harbours Iraqi 

Continued on page 5) 
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Bush-Rab 

president 

By Gene Gibbons 

Reuter 

kennebunkport, 

Maine — President George 
Bush, his popularity with vo- 
ters at a record low, on Sun- 
day prepared for a meeting 
with Israeli Prune Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin that could 
boost his standing with 
American Jews at the polls. 

At the summit on Monday, 
tile two will try to repair an 
erosion of U.S.-Israeli ties 
resulting from a 'dispute 
over the hardline settlements 
policy of former Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

Jewish voters will be 
watching the two-day s ummi t 
closely, analysts sad. 

“It’s an important meeting. - 
Jewish voters -are attentive to 
moves by - the president to 
return this critical rela- 
tionship between the United 
States and its only democratic 
ally in the Middle East to a 
kind of intimacy that has ex- 
isted in the past," said Jason 
Isaacson, an official of the 
American Jewish Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Bush, whose rating has 
stomped to the lowest level of 
his presidency, is expected to 
announce an aid package for 
Israel in the talks at his vaca- 
tion borne. Such a move would 
be warmly welcome by 
American Jewish voters. 

Under Mr. Shamir, U.S.- 
Israeli. ties dipped to their 
lowest' point since the 1970s 
when Washington was at 


in summit could help 
woo Jewish voters 


odds with then- Israeli Prime 
Minister Menacbem Bean 
over exchanging territory for 
peace. 

Mr. Rabin defeated Mr. 
Shamir's Likud Party in June 
elections by convincing vo- 
ters that Mr. Shamil’s tough 
settlements policy was de- 
priving the Israeli economy 
of vital U.S. aid. 

U.S. officials said Mr. 
Bush was ready to reward 
Mr. Rabin for cubing future 
construction of Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied terri- 
tories by approving up to S10 
billion in credits to help IsraeL 
absorb 400,000 Soviet 
emigres. 

The president spurned Mr. 
Shamirs plea for the loan 
guarantees because of their 
clash over settlements, which 
Washington has long consi- 
dered an obstacle to peace. 
In doing so. his popularity 
dropped with many in the 
American Jewish com- 
munity. 

“Rabin’s victory and the 
meetings in Kennebunkport 
should help break down some 
barriers that have arisen be- 
tween the president and Jew- 
ish voters/' a Bush aide said. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Rabin 
were expected to announce 
an agreement in principle on 
the credits package but final 
details may not be reached 
during the summit, officials 
said. 

Mr. Isaacson said such a 
move would be warmly re- 


Iran mourns death of 
top Shiite cleric in Iraq 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran declared 
three days of official mourning on 
Sunday for the world's highest- 
ranking Shiite Muslim scholar 
and accused Iraq of preventing 
Shiites there from tuning out en 
masse for his funeral. 

. Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei, said the death 
in southern Iraq on Saturday of 
Grand Ayatollah Abdolqassem 
AI Khoei was a “great catas- 
trophe” for Islam. 

Ayatollah .Khamenei, whose 
remarks were carried by Iran's 
LRNA news agency, described 
92-year-old Khoei as “one of the 
standard-bearers of Islami c sci- 
ences.'’ 

"He said Ayatollah Khoei was 
the “pivot” of the crushed Shiite 


rebellion in Iraq after the Gulf 
war in March 1991. “For tins 
reason he was tormented by the 
Baathist regime of Baghdad after 
the suppression of the move- 
ment.” he added. 

IRNA, received in Nicosia, 
said Iraq had imposed martial law 
in the southern city of Najaf, 
where Ayatollah Khoei spent 
most of his life, and prevented 
mass attendance at ms funeral 
there on Sunday. 

- “Reports speak of heavy secur- 


ity and presence of troops around 
the religious sites in Iraq, espe- 
cially in the holy cities, to sup- 
press a possible outbreak of dis- 
content and public display of 
emotion on the sad demise of the 
grand ayatollah,” it said. There 
was no independent confirmation 
of the report. 

Iranian-born Khoei left Bagh- 
dad's Ben AI Nafis hospital two 
weeks ago after surgery to fit a 
pacemaker in his heart. 

He died in Kofa, where he 
moved in 1990 after spading 
most of his life in nearby Najaf 
and writing more dun 90 books 
on . Shale theology, .ifis books'., 
matte him the 'Shiites’ “highest 
authority on religious matters. 

During the Shiite unrest that 
followed the Gulf war in Febru- 
ary last year, Ayatollah Khoefs 
followers accused President Sad- 
dam Hussein of kidnapping him. 
and forcing him to appear on 
television to express support for 
the crushing of the uprising. 

Iraq also declared three days of 
mourning for Ayatollah Khoei. 
“Khoei was an ideal cleric who 
devoted his life to serving Islam 
and the goals of his country,” the 
Iraqi government daily AI 
Jumnouriyah said in a frontpage 
report 


ceived by U.S. Jews, a tradi- 
tionally Democratic consti- 
tuency whose importance and 
influence in the November 3 
presidential election far out- 
weighs its size. 

Although there are only 
5.5 millio n Jews in the United 
States, they live in the key 
states of New York, New 
Jersey, Florida, Illinois ad 
California. 

Mr. Bush, who is trailing 
Democratic challenger Bill 
Clinton in the public opinion 
polls, got about 30 per cent of 
the Jewish vote in his 1988 
election contest — enough to 
make the difference in sever- 
al pivotal states. 

“Current projections for 
Bush (among Jewish voters) 
are very low,” said a Jewish 
leader who asked not to be 
identified. He attributed this 
to the .president's opposition 
to the loan guarantees and 
the fact that Mr. Clinton “has 
gone die extra mile to reach 
out” to the Jewish com- 
munity. 

In addition to Middle East 
issues, Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Rabin were expected to dis- 
cuss the Yugoslav civil war, 
another hot-spot that Jewish 
voters are watching. 

Mr. Bush said m a U.S.. 
News and World Report in-' 
terview made public over the 
weekend that the United 
States “will not be found 
wanting” in supporting inter- 
national efforts to end the 
ethnic strife. 


260 killed 
in Ethiopian 
clan war 


ADDIS ABABA (AP) — At 
least 260 people were killed and 
300 were wounded in fighting 
between two ethnic Soxnalidans 
over grazing rights in eastern 
Ethiopia, a news agency said 
Saturday. 

There was no medical care for 
the wounded or food for some 
75,000 people whose homes were 
destroyed in the dashes near 
Somalia's JxKder, saidjbe^tiup- 
pian News Agency. ; • :•/— 


rjrcrrf; 


ing began in mid-June:, after^a' 
member of one clan was killed in 1 
a dispute over grazing rights. 

The clashes continued through 
July, according to die agency. 

It attributed the report to a 
representative of the Ethiopian 
Somali Democratic Movement, 
one of 12 political parties composed 
mainly of ethnic Somalis. 

It was impossible to verify the 
report independently, but the 
Democratic Movement was one 
of several political parties which 
recently sent a team to investigate 
the clashes. 



Jewish settlers fed by opposition political parties demonstrate 
aggfast curbs on Israeli Kttiartafa ia tire occu pi ed to iltoil a on the 
eve of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabhi's dep artur e to the U-S. for 
Monday's meeting with P re ri d eut George Bush 


But maintaining his cau- 
tious stance on me use of 
force to stop the Serbian 
slaughter of civilians in Bos- 
nia, he said that “in I 

have to say to the American 
people there is no evidence 
that what’s happening is 
genocide.” 

Three leading U.S. Jewish 
groups published a full-page 
advertisement in the New 
York Times last week conde- 


mning alle ged Serbian mis- 
treatment of Bosnian prison-* 
era and urging world readers 
to “stop the death camps.” 
“We can’t watch this and 
not react. Our memories of 
the holocaust are too strong 
for that. If the president 
takes decisive action to end 
this tragedy, that would bring 
a lot of support from the 
Jewish community,” Mr. 
Isaacson said. 


Bashir says God helped 
Sudan army against rebels 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s 
military leader says bis Muslim 
fundamentalist government, by 
rejecting help from everybody 
but God, has won mihtaiy victor- 
ies and obtained relief from 
famine. 

He told a provincial audience 
that Sudan was beset by enemies 
bat has sought refuge with Allah, 
and will bow only to Him. 

“The enemies of Sudan and the 
enemy-backed Sudanese taking 
residence in foreign hotels” pre- 
dicted southern rebels would win 
a dvil war begun almost -1 0-years 1 
ago, Lieutenant-Senatoi^Setear 


: ago. Lieu tenant-Senatq^^Omar 
Hassair Ai -Bashir sahL : ‘ ’ ■ : 

“We prayed to Allah, who 
l provided-usisritintTengtht” Gen. 
Bashir said at a rally in a hamlet 
50 kilometres east of Khartoum. 

“The army troops and the 
popular defence men shouted 
Allahu Akbar* which .was echoed 
by the forest trees and which 
helped destroy the strongholds of 
the rebels.” 

Government troops took 14 
towns in the southern jungles this 
year, including tire rebel head- 
quarters centre Torit, but many 
military analysts say the war over 
southern autonomy cannot be 
won by the either side. 

Juba, the main government- 


controlled town, remains under 
siege, with an estimated 350,000 
people sheltering there. Relief 
workers unable to resupply tbem 
say they risk starvation from war- 
induced famine. 

Gen. Bashir’s government, 
which took power in a 1989 coup, 
rejected pressure from interna- 
tional aid donors in late 1990 to 
proclaim famine in tire south «nd 
west. Many thousands were 
forced from their homes, and an 
undertermined number died. 

The junta leader told his audi- 
ence the decision not to declare 
famine resulted from the pohey^bf* 
retying ‘tta GodT ■ -X- ” : v '■ 

Kabul 

(Cortfaaed frwn page 1) 

ousted the go v ernment of Presi- 
dent NajibuHah in April. 

Mr. Dafili said the Hezb-e- 
blanri group based in the south of 
Kabul was responsible for rocket- 
ing the city centre. Its leader, 
Gulbuddm Hekmatyar, intensi- 
fied bis rocket attacks on the 
capital tins week and forced the 
closure of tire airport by threaten- 
ing to shoot at mty planes frying 
to use h. 


Sudanese 
minister 
in Cairo 

to mend 
fences 

CAIRO (AP) — A high-ranking 
Sudanese official arrived in Cairo 
Sunday to difuse tension between 
the two countries arising from a 
border dispute. 

Ali Osman Yassin, assistant 
foreign minister, was expected to 
meet with Egyptian Foreign 
Mini ste r Amr Musa to discuss 
tiie area of Halaib over which 
both • countries claim sovereignty. 
They are also fikdy to dscuss' 
recent accusations by Egypt that 
Sudan’s fundamentalist govern- 
ment is framing Egyptian Muslim 
e x tremi sts and supplying tbem 
with weapons. 

Mr. Yassin told r epo rte r s at 
Cairo airport that he was here to 
“remove the tension that has 
increased in the past few days.” 
He did not say amen he win meet 
Mr. Musa. 

“The special relationship be- 
tween Egypt and Sudan cannot 
sustain the tension that has hap- 
pened,” he added. 

Officials in both countries have 
traded accusations lately aggra- 
vating tire strain in relations. 

Yousef Wah, Egypt’s deputy 
p rime minister, accused Sudan 
and its ally bran of smuggling 
arms to Mnsftm ext remis ts in 
Egypt and training anti-Egyptian 
“terrorists” at camps at the 
southern border. He warned that 
Egypt win respond “with the 
utmost severity and streng th ” if 
any “ter ro ris t” act is committed. 

Sudan’s military ruler Omar 
Hassan AI Bashir denied the ex- 
istence of “te rr o ri st” installation 
in his country. 

Sudan’s ambassador to Egypt, 
Ezzeddm Hamed, said Wednes- 
day at a news conference in the 
Egyptian capital that bis country 
was worried about Cairo’s recent 
hosting of a delegation from the 
rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army that has been waging a civil 
war against the government since 
1983. 

The envoy also said Khartoum 
may take the border dispute to 
international organisations and 
denied that his oountry would 
resort to force to solve the issue. 

? On Sunday rMr: Yassnreeboed 
his zeznarks'aver-tbe nse.of rntiit- 
. ary force. He denied press re- 
* ports that either country hadaent 
rei nfo rcements to the border. 

“This cannot happen became 
tire relationship between the two 
countries does not allow that. We 
are rare people,” be said. - 

Egypt and Sudan, neighbours 
that have quarrelled for centuries, 
have seen tire worst deterioration 
in relations since tire Gulf war 
when Sudan sided with Iraq while 
Egypt opposed Baghdad. Sudan 
has recently strengthened rela- 
tions with fundamentalist Iran, a 
long-standing enemy of Egypt's 
secular go v e rnm ent which has 
worried Cairo. 


Scandal that began with a bang may end with a whimper 


By Deborah Zabarenko 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The Iran-. 
Contra scandal that began with 
a bang nearly six years ago may 
end with a whimper — with 
few convictions, waning public 
anger and insufficient evidence 
to indict former U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan. 

Even though ex-Central In- 
" telligence Agency (CIA) spy- 
master Clair George is on trial, 
members of the office of inde- 
pendent counsel plan to end 
their inquiry within a matter of 
weeks. 

For their efforts — and for 
the more than S32 million in 
federal money spent on the 
inquiry — the independent 
counsel’s office, headed by 
Lawrence Walsh, has relatively 


little to show. 

The scandal stemmed from a 
secret scheme run out of the 
White House — apparently 
without Mr. Reagan's know- 
ledge — in 1985-86 to sell arms 
to Iran in an unsuccessful 
effort to win the freedom of 
the American hostages held in 
^Lebanon. 

MD lions of dollars in profits 
from the sales were funnelled 
through secret Swiss bank 
accounts to the Nicaraguan 
contra rebels fighting the leftist 
Sandimsta government despite 
a congressional ban on U.S. 
military aid. 

Mr. Walsh has defended the 
cost of the probe, saying the 
scandal undermined the gov- 
ernment’s system of checks 
and balances when Reagan 
aides lied in frying to hide the 


affair from Congress. 

Now tire prosecutors have 
told Mr. Reagan be is not a 
target, and tire former presi- 
dent’s lawyer says Mr. Reagan 
is unlikely to testify in any 
ban-contra case. 

“It confirms what we’ve felt 
has been the case all along: 
That President Reagan is not 
being investigated by the Iran- 
contra independent counsel on 
any allegations of criminal 
activity,” Reagan lawyer The- 
odore Olson said last Tuesday. 

After nearly six years the 
problems that the Iran-contra 
plan sought to solve — the 
hostage crisis in Lebanon and 
tire communist threat in Latin 
America — have abated. 

The last U-S. hostages were 
freed on 1991, democratic elec- 


tions have been held in Nicar- 
agua, and the threat of world 
communist domination seems 
more remote than ever. 

The world was far differen t 
in November 1986, when the 
Iran-contra scandal erupted in 
Washington. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Mr. Reagan, one of the most 
popular of all 20th century 
presidents, appeared shaken as 
he appeared on national televi- 
sion to fry to explain the plan. 
He fumbled by saying the deal 
had never been an anns-for- 
bostages swap, and his aides 
later corrected that statement. 

Within days, Mr. Reagan 
had sacked U.S. Marine 


Lieutenant Colonel Oliver 
North, who was one of his 
National Security Council 
aides, and forced CoL North’s 
Boss, Admiral John Poindex- 
ter, to resign. Before tire year 
ended, Mr. Walsh had been 
named to bead a special pro- 
secutor’s investigation of the 
affair. / 

Before Congress in 1987 and 
in a celebrated trial in 1969, 
Col. North testified that be 
carried out orders that came 
from the highest reaches of the 
White House, presumably in- 
cluding Mr. Reagan. 

A dm. Poindexter, in words 
that served as an epitaph for 
his glittering career, told Con- 
gress that “the buck stops here 
with me” and said Mr. Reagan 
knew nothing about the diver- 
sion of foods from tire arms 


sales to the contras. 

' In tire end, the convictions 
of both Col. North and Adm. 
Poindexter were reversed on 
appeal. Mr. Reagan Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger 
chose to stand trial himself 
rather than cooperate with 
Iran-contra investigators. 
Reagan -era officials Elliott 
Abrams and Robert McFar- 
lane pleaded guilty and re- 
ceived light sentences. 

Former CIA official Alan 
Hers was sentenced in January 
to one year of probation and 
100 horns of community ser- 
vice . on two misdemeanour 
counts of withholding informa- 
tion from Congress. 

Mr. Reagan has retired to 
California, having left die White 
House more popular than any 
known predecessor. 
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MUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


2 Americano killed In Kuwait crash 

KUWAIT ( AP) — Marines conducting war games ia Kuwait 

suffered tbefrfost casualties Sunday IWcS 

helicopter crew in a crash, the navy said. Then; MWUtix* 
helicopter crashed at about 2 a.m. (2300 GMT 
SSrite 12 kilometres south of the bordm. 


Command office here. The cause of tne crasn » 
^^tion, but ihe^ statement^ said^ the 9 ob, ^ f ^ SE? 
conducting a routine training flight at the tone of arad^t/Tne 

two cr^raeo on ward were«)t re^P^dmg 
notification of the next of Jdn. About 1,900 
Kuwait Ai^. 4 to take part in 

counterparts schedukxfto last Hmra gh Aug . 15. WMe^ 
manoeuvres have been billed as routine trmnmg, p&ccrs ;on bom 
sides have said that they are a “ess^efo Iraq to 
Kuwait should the showdown over enforang the Gulf war ceasefire 

terms erupt into hostilities. 

Bank Hapoalim chairman dies at 58 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Eitan Berglas, chairman of the board of one <rf 
Israel’s largest banks and a former economics adviser to teraen 
governments, has died at age 58. Israeli tnedia said Mr^ gagas 
died Saturday at a Jerusalem hospital after a lengthypbress wthont 
giving details. He was to be buried Sunday in Tel Awv. loc 
Sraeh-bom Berglas held , a doctorate in eotmoimcs firan tire 
Universityy of Chicago. He was named to the board of Bank 

Hapoafim board in 1985. In chat role, be helped bail out key Israeli 

industries threatened by bankruptcy, such as the con glo merate 
Koor and the Sold Boneh construction firm, the Haaretz aauy 
said. Mr. Berglas was also part of a team of advisers that d rew g p a 
price freeze which whittled an annual inflation rate of up ward s 

of 400 per cent down to a two-digit figure within a year, beginning 
in 1985. He was among the founders of the economics department 
at Td Aviv University and was once the university’s dean of social 
sciences. 

Paper defends Mugabe against accusations 

HARARE (AP) — A state-run newspaper on Saturday defended 
President Robert Mugabe against allegations of anti-Semitism after 
reports that he called Jews “hard-hearted” in a speech. “One 
understands tire Jews’ feelings against persecution,” said the 
Herald, tire country’s largest Uaily. "Blacks snefa as us who have 
been, persecuted throughout history abhor persecution more than 
any other race on earth.” The newspaper said Zimbabwe’s tiny 
Jewish minority overreacted and insulted Zimbabweans b$ “their 
reminder that they contribute to the economy and give blankets to 
poor blade, chfldren.” According to one report, Mr. Mugabe 
responded to a peasant’s complaint about white ranchers’ refusal to 
allow grazing on their land by saying, “commercial farmers are 
hard-hearted. You would think drey were Jews.” Jewish leaders 
asked to meet with Mugabe, and said tire reports could foster 
anti-Semitic actions. There are about 1,000 Jews in Zimbabwe. Mr. 
Mugabe’s office has made no comment on the dispute and has not 
met with Jewish leaders. In the United States, tiie World Jewish 
Congress sent a protest to the Zimbabwe government. 

President of Burkina Faso visits Libya 

NICOSIA (R) — President Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso 
arrived in Tripofi Saturday on an offidal visit, the first by non-Arab 
leader since tire United Nations imposed sanctions in April. The 
Libyan news agency JANA said Mr. Compaore, one of Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhaffs few foreign friends, was accompanied 
by several senior officials. The United Nations imposed sanctions 
after Libya refused to hand over two nationals for trial in tireWest 
for their alleged part in tiie bombing of 6 U.S. airliner over 
Ijbcfcerbie, Scotland in 1988. The a^fores ban flights to of. from 
Libya,* bar arms sales, and linfir Libyan tfipaomatic representation 
abroad. 

•ii. ,U -ClR-c 

Egyptian airliner aborts takeoff 

CAIRO (R) — The pilot of a London-bound Egyptair Airbus 
aborted the jet’s takeoff cm Sunday when tire wheels apparently 
• caught fire as the aircraft sped down a runway at Cairo internation- 
al airport. The crew and 260 passengers were evacuated safely from 
Flight MS 777 as firemen doused the jet’s smoking undercarriage, 
airport security sources said. 

Three Belarussians killed by methanol 

CAIRO (AP) — Three Belarussians working in Egypt died after 
drinking methanol in tire dry aty of Tanta in the Delta region, 
police and Russian embassy sources said Sunday. Yuri Susfov, 31: 
Anatoly Gagaa, 35; and Sergei Matveev, 38; all from Vitebesk in 
Belarus, died Friday night after consuming methanol bought from 
a drugstore. They were taken to hospital when they fen sick while 
drinking with friends in the evening, but could not be saved. The 
sale of alcoholic beverages is banned in Tanta, 100 kilometres 
north of Cairo, sakf Abdul Wabab Salem, attorney general of 
Tant a. Loa d authorities in some Egyptian provinces and towns 
have forbidden tire sale of alcoholic drinks in accordance with 
Isl a mi c tenets. Vlatiunir Volonov, Russian consul, said the three 
dead men were pilots and technicians but he could not specify each 
person’s exact job. He said they were part of a group of 63 
Belarussians hired for Egypt’s Ministry of Agriculture to fly 
pestidde-spraying helicopters over fields in the Nile River’s Delta 
area. They bad moved to Tanta this spring. 

Indian actors In UAE court for blasphemy 

25*? 1 Iwlians weot on trial in the United 

Emirates (UAE) on Sunday for their role in a play which 
officuris say ^blasphemes against Edam and Christianity. The writer 
act0I *> a theatre employee, and organis- 

one-act play on May 28 are on trial in ShsgaK 


ate tire bodies of Jesus and Prophet Mohammad. Tire case ma 
adjourn ed mrtfl Se pt. 9 

court. Blasphemy cases m the UAE are usually pnmSwiffi 
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JSCEP promotes environmental 
awareness in Tafileh region 


TAFILEH (Petra) — Hie Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Environmental Pollution, 
(JSCEP), on Sunday held a sym- 
posium on agriculture and die 
environment for fanners from 
Tafileh govemorate. • 

Thetwo-day synrposinm orga- 
nised in cooperation with Fried- 
rich Corporation, aims. at prom- 
oting public awareness about 
dangers of environmental pollu- 
tion, and means of control fag 
poOutiou. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Tafileh governor Khahd AI 
Bawaliz said TafQeb has no grave 
environmental problems. Howev- 
er, this does not mean that the 
area should be neglected or t hat 
environmental aspects should be 
ignored. , 

Mr. Bawaliz noted that sympo- 
si um in Tafileh is in fine with the 
JSCEFs efforts to sensitize peo- 


ple to environmeiital issues and 
malting them aware of the need 
to preserve the envno fam eaat. 

Friedrich Nanman Corpora- 
tion’s representative Walter 
Rodhl reviewed the e n v ir o nm en- 
tel probate wmUMde. He' cited 

sou eioskm; desertificatibhCfrigb 
population gr o wth , as erivirdn- 
-ineuta]- related prdbI«hs. s! He 


if 

AL. 


■ msation aixl government ln stit u - 
thms in preserving the 'environ- 
ment and expanding farm areas 
to achieve self sufficiency. 

The sym p osiu m was attended 
by a number of farmers, members 
of cooperative societies, and head 
of municipal councils. 

The symposium includes lec- 
tures on agriculture, environ- 
ment, fertilisers, advantages and 
disadvantages of chemicals post 
control and developing pastures. 



AMMAN — Hh Majesty King Huneto received at 
the Royal Court Sunday Tunisian Minister of 
Caltnre Al Mnqf l Bu Sesdndi and was briefed on 
the Jordaubm-Tunfafaui tAs aimed at promoting 
coopera t ion hi aritrar and tourism. King Hnasrin 
stressed the need for waninuiug the proces s of 
farther promoting t ri lateral ties hi afl fields, 
pratknloly ariture, which, he said, holds the 
bads for a strong united nation. The meetfog was 
at ten de d by Mtnha»r of Cnltnre Mahmond Al 
Santa, chief of the Royal Court Xhaled KaraU, 
as wdl as Jonhn’i ambassador h Tank Haidar 
MaimMwJi md T uwWa a ambassador to Jordan 
Mohammad Al Khadrawi. Barter, Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif ZeU Ben SMttr was briefed on the 
progr es s of the talks. Sharif Zeld was quoted as 
saying at the with Mr. Samra and Us 

TuUsisn coanterpa r t that bflaleral cooperation 


am only p r omo te the pro ces s of cultural Integra- 
tion bctmeafhe Arab cou nt ries in the East and 
the North Africa Ma gh r eb region. The two 
wfcita*w of .caltnre explained the various steps 
taken by Amman and Tunis to pave foe way for 
forflur cooperation hi tourism, exchanges of 

|ii lain! m »— 4a l f f wl l m l aetMtlH UUd OtfaOT 

related forms of cooperation. The two ministers 
d iscus s e d propsects for Jordan’s partkipatfou in 
foe TunUa C arthage CaRnral Festival and for 
TsadsiB to participate fo the and Jensh Festiv- 
aL The two sides Aosld double their effort to 
deepen cooper a tion In .them fields and serve the 
In te rest of the two countries, the prime mhris t er 
srtd. The TaiWan ■*«**—• Is to hold 

farther meetings here before leaving for home 
Monday evening. 


General cooperative federation =. King receives Turkish envoy, stresses cultural cooperation 
to be established in Kingdom S aSsaKKSKEE 

^ CaUnreAl Modi BuSenfaeh and was briefed on foe North Africa Maghreb region. The 

AMMAN (Petra) — A celebra- 
tion was held Sunday at tbe 
Palace of Culture of AI Hussein 
Youth City to honour members 
of cooperative societies and orga- 
nisations for their outstanding 
achievements during the past 
year. 

Director General of the Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 

Jamal Bedour delivered an 
address saying that this celebra- 
tion, held annually lc to honour 
people working with cooperative 
societies, is held this year as many 
excellent results were witnessed 
in tbe work of these societies. 

Dr. Bedour outlined the 

achieve ments of the organisation ’ 

levels and in " establishing new facture of handicrafts, processing curricula security force to Croatia 

cooperative societies. He said nit and solving the problem of • « ■/ 

that a total of 568 cooperative the surplus of fresh milk. TCVICWCCI AMMAN (J.T.) — Responding executions in the strifi 

societies were established up until He also outlined the orgamsa- to a U.N. request, Jordan Sunday Bosma-Heizegovina and d 

May 30, 1992. He said the activi- don's role in providing training AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy tfapitdiad its second batch of ded time rf«tth camps the 

ties of these societies cover all tbe and guidance to tbe agricultural Prime Minister and Ed u cation yyjaii y trained e ftc urity foi rrs to o pe n ed to international i 

Kingdom's govemorate and. has sector through the cooperative Ministe r Th ougan Hindawi on war-torn Yugoslavia for the U.N. tion. 

a 56,000 membership. institute and cooperative Sunday stressed the need for pro- peace keeping force in Croatia. Foeign Minister Kamel 

He added that of the total societies. riding all school req uirements be- The first batch of 500 troops Jaber called in ambassad 

number of ^operative societies. The JCO director general said the beginning of the new were spent by sea to the war-tom the five pemanent member 
229 are agricultural and 339 are his organisation has also managed scholastic year later this month, co nn try last April and then of the United Nations S< 
non-agri cultural. Dr. Bedour said to enhance its relation with minis- Mr. Hindawi, who chaired a they have been serving under the Council, the European Cod 

a general cooperative federation trim; and institutions in the King- meeting for the education com- UJST. flag. ity and those of Arab and N 

will be established in the King- dam, in addition to Arab coop- mittee, said the m inistry had Public Security Department countries to inform them c 
dom after specialised coopera- erative federations and organisa- idmost prepared all requirements PSD Director Major-Geneari dan’s position on the situal 

tive associations are established, tkms and intenudknial societies in terms of school books. He Fadel Ali, who saw the troops off former Yugoslavia. 

Dr. Bedour also reviewed the and organisations. noted that most of th e sch ool ggy] fo an address at a farewell Dr. Abu Jaber c 

rede of JCO in supporting the Several . other addresses by. boob a re no w avail able a nd will ceremony that foe U.N. decision inter national e nmmnm ty 'to 

agricultural sector, in the couch heads - <*f cooperative societies' •be-distxibuted"to> - Students at the j to'liave' Jdrdan participate m tbe fir^ggmnst the lofting of 

try, its^EuevOTenftm foefieKisr .were ; also delivered at -the r begi nn i n g. of r the: meat, jcfaotestiri ! peacekeeping ronx TeflecU ceat ^Bosnian oi 

of increasing animal wealth, pro- celefaration. ' 3***- ~ J, ' •** r “ £ ) international organisation’s reo- allege that up to 17,000 M 

during green animal feed, estab- At foe end of tbe cdebntkm, —He- caulpd for speedin g up wo rk* 'ognition of the positive role Jor- and -Croats.-have-foed- in 

fishing bousing units for members Dr. Bedour distributed awards °° ^ printing of the rema inin g dan plays in the international camps but no independer 

of the cooperative societies and and rerti fi orte * to cooperative t*® 1 books. arena and the country’s high ere- deuce has yet been fou 

formers, encouraging the manu- soccity members. J®. another development, the rfihflity. substantiate their chums. 


to enhance its relation with mmis- 
tries and in sti t u tio n s in the King- 
dom, in addition to Arab coop- 
erative federations and organisa- 
tions and international societies 
and organisations. 

Several, other addresses by. 
heads- bf cooperative societies' 
• were : also delivered at,the ; 
celebration. 

At tiie end of tbe celebration. 
Dr.- Bedour distributed awards 
and cer tifi cate s to cooperative 
soccity members. 


Restoration committee for tombs 
of Prophet’s companions meets 


AMMAN (Petra) — A commit- 
tee entrusted with following up 
tbe restoration of the tombs of 
the campanions of Prophet 
Mo hammad held a meeting Sun- 
day at the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affair s under the chair- 
manship of Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Transport Minister Ali 
SuheimaL 

The committee discussed in its 
meeting issues related to the res- 
toration of Irtrid Grand Mosque 
in the tight of a visit to tbe 
mosqne by foe com m ittee mem- 
bers and work (dans of tbe res- 


toration of fme tombs of Prophet 
Mohammad’s companions in the 
northern Jordan Valley region. 

Awqaf and Islamic affairs 
Minister Izzeddine Al Khatib Al 
Tamhm, who is the committee’s 
official spokesman, said the 
meeting approved all the work 
procedures related to the restora- 
tion of Irbid Grand Mosqne. The 
committee has also asked the 
Ministers of Awqaf and Public 
Work to prepare aerial photos of 
thel location in cooperation with 
tbe Royal Geographic Centre, 
tbe minister added. 


King Hussein congratulates Singapore 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday sent a 
cable to the President of Singapore Wee Km Wee, congratulating 
him in his own name and on behalf of Jordan’s people and 
government on Singapore’s national day. King Hussein wished 
President Wee continued good health and happiness and the 
people and government of Singapore further progress and 
prosperity. 

Pan-Arab conference for youths 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-week pan-Arab conference for Arab 
youth will start in Ajloun Thursday. Taking part in foe camp will 
be 200 youths from Iraq, Lebanon, Bahrain, Egypt, Syria, 
Yemen, Sudan, Morocco, Tunisia, Libya, Algeria, Palestine, 
Somalia and Jordan. Talking about the camp’s objectives. Youth 
Minister Saleh Ersheidat said it is aimed at strengtiHnung 
pan-Arab spirit and encouraging collective participation and 
promoting scientific and technical awareness. He added that the 
ramp also aims to enhance interaction among Arab youths, 
promote developmental awareness and enable them to learn 
about tbe cultural, historical and touristic places in the Arab 
World. Dr. Ersheidat said a medal national committee few the 
camp has already been formed to provide the necessary support 
for tins Arab youth gathering. The committee groups a number of 
Jordanian figures well-known for their contribution to national 
work. Two such camps were held in Lebanon and Yemen m 1990 
and 1991 respectively. « 

Jordan partlcipatesTn Industry properly 
seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan took part in a meeting on mdnsfrfol 
property and its role in economic development m the Arab World 
fedrecendy, in Cairo. Hie meeting, oigaimed by the World 
Industrial Property Organisation 

developing industrial property offices m i *eArab Worid, 
mpdeiBg legislation and computer use. Rep resenting Jordan 
rTnSms Mohammad Khreisat, t farector o f foe 
commer^^er and projection 

Mmittfry nf Tnrinstry and Trade. Mr. Khreisat said the conference 
discussed the role of inventions and trade marks mecononnc 
development and authorising tbe use of modem technology m 
industnd property. 


School books, 

curricula 

reviewed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Miniker and Education 
Minister Thougan Hindawi on 
Sunday stressed tiie need for pro- 
viding all school requirements be- 
fore tiie beg inn i n g of the new 
scholastic year later this month. 

Mr. Hindawi, who chaired a 
meeting for the education com- 
mittee, said the mumtiy had 
almost prepared all req uir ements 
in terms of school books. He 
noted that most of the school 
books are now available and will 
be^jfistrib u ted- far S tu den ts at the 
beaming, of „the_ mew. jscholastie! 
year. *'t ' ; b2 s 

"-■He- called for speeding up work* 
on tiie p rin t ing of tiie r e mai n i ng 
text books. 

In another development, the 
ministry’s secretary general 
Munfoer Al Masri chaired a 
meeting at tiie ministry to discuss 
text book development and 
school curricula. Participants dis- 
cussed a paper presented by the 
School Canicula and Educational 
Technofogies department on ex- 
perimenting with the new school 
bodes and evaluating them. It 
also reviewed mechanisms for in- 
volving supervisors, teachers and 
guardians in the evaluation pro- 
cess. 

The meeting was attended by 
representatives of Mutah and 
Yarmouk universities, the 
National Centre for Research and 
Educational Development, 
school supervisors and members 
of the higher committee for the 
assessment of new school books. 

WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

Tbe following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins 
and tbe daily 'Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify 
tbe fisted time and place with 
tbe conce r ned institnikum. 

Exhibitions 

☆ Exhibition entitled “Ex- 
ploring Science” at the ! 
British CoradL 

ft KS thl K IHmi of bmB JMfat- 
■ jpgs by Mohammad Samara 
a Bahdna Art Gallery. 

☆ Photography exhibition fay 

SUuua Al Mufti at the ; 
Phoenix Art art -Culture 
Gallery. j 

☆ KxMMtion of photos of the 
UwAwto fi—wfly «hw foe 

shut of the Great Arab ^ 
volt and the establishment of 
the Trausjordau Emirate 
as vreB as photos dep ic ting 
the development of the 
Jardi dw Aimed Forces at 
Mute University. 

☆ Exhibition of children’s 
hooks, stationery and hand- 
icrafts at the Greek Catholic 
Church fa northern Marika. 


Jordan sends second UN 
security force to Croatia 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Responding 
to a UJJ. request, Jordan Sunday 
dispatched its second batch of 
specially trained security forces to 
war-torn Yugoslavia for tire U.N. 
peace keeping force in Croatia. 

Tbe first batch of 500 troops 
were spent by sea to the war-tom 
country last April and since then 
they have been serving under the 
UJN. flag. 

Public Security Department 
PSD Director Major-Geneari 
Fadel Ali, who saw the troops off 
said in an address at a farewell 
ceremony that foe U.N. decision 
taliave Jordan partuapate ni the 


|pcao>4j«4imig force reSecte-yth^. 
) international organisation's reo- 
’ognitfoo of the positive role Jor- 
dan plays in the international 
arena and the country’s high cre- 
dibility. 

The dispatch of troops to help 
secure hot spots reflects Jordan’s 
commitment to the’ ac h ievement 
of a just peace and its belief in the 
right of all nations to five in 
security, said Maj. Gen. AIL 
He called on the troops to 
shoulder their responsibility and 
to serve as Jordan’s ambassadors 
abroad. Last Friday the Jorda- 
nian g overnment expressed out- 
rage over reports of torture and 


executions in tbe strife-tom 
Bosma-Heizegovina and deman- 
ded that death camps there be 
opened to international inspec- 
tion. 

Foeign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber called in ambassadors of 
the five pemanent member states 
of tbe United Nations Security 
Council, the European Commun- 
ity and those of Arab and Muslim 
countries to inform them of Jor- 
dan’s position on tiie situation in 
former Yugoslavia. 

Dr.' Aba Jaber called on tiie 

irtteTTmtinnal c ommuni ty to stand 

fir^.^g^st the killing of inno- 
cent ovsEans. -B osnian - officials 
allege that up to 17,000 Muslims 
and -Croats. -have -died- in death 
camps but no independent evi- 
dence has yet beep found to 
substantiate their claims. 

Reports earlier said more than 
1.7 million refugees have been 
swept from their homes since 
April during -fighting in which 
Serbs have captur ed 70 per cent 
of Bosnian terri t ory . Detention 
camps bave been set up by the 
Serbs to hold Muslims and Croats 
driven from their co mmuni ties in 
ethnic cleansing operations. 
Others hold men captured during 
fighting. 


Iraq tries to pacify 
terrorised businessmen 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Iraqi govern- 
ment is trying to reassure Iraqi 
traders in Jordan that there 
would be no repetition of the 
recent execution of about 40 

hnnnwpmiBn frw p ro fite ering, Tra- 
qi sources said Sunday. 

“We have, been getting mes- 
sages that foe executions were a 
tone- tune’ event and that die 
government does not intend to 
institutionalise capital punish- 
ment for businessmen who it sus- 
pects of profiteering,” said one 
source. 

Tbe 1 ‘messages,” which the 
sources described as formal as 
well as informal, were sent from 
Baghdad after Iraqi burin essmen 
in Jordan suspended operations 
in fear of their lives following last 

mouth’s executions. As a remit, 
the daily flow of foodstuff 
through the private sector into 
Iraq has come to an almost stand- 
still. 

Several Iraqi government offi- 
cials visited Amman last week 
and contacted Iraqi businessmen 
in a bid to pacify them and urge 
them to resume them* operations, 
the sources told the Jordan 
Times. 

“The government appears to 
admit that the executions could 
have been an over-reaction,” said 
one source. “But very few are 
wflfing to listen to such argu- 
ments, particularly that they 
come from low-level officials.” 


B anking sources said many 
businessmen had frozen the 
opening of letter of credits for 
Iratj-botmd imports. “They are 
terrified, ” said a banking omaaL 
“Nobody wants to be even seen 
associated with sending goods to 
Iraq.” 

Iraqi sources argue that there 
was no rationale behind die ex- 
ecutions. ' 

“The executions were unjusti- 
fied since almost none of those 
executed could be accused of 
profiteering,” said a former Iraqi 
banking offidal who now handles 
documentation for Iraq-bound 
imports through Jordan. 

He cited as an example the 
retail price of sugar and rice in 
the open market in Iraq. He said 
it costs about $305 to $315 per 
tonne of sugar landed at Aqaba 
and about $325 to $340 by the 
time it readies the Zarqa Free 
Zone, where tiie wholesale price 
is between $360 and $390 per 
tonne depe n d in g upon availabil- 
ity. 

“Hie net cost for one tonne of 

M be between S380^md 
$410,” be explained. “Hie retail 
price of sugar in the Baghdad 
market is around the equivalent 
of 55 cents to 60 cents per kilo — 
representing a profit of about 17 
cents to 22 cents shared between 
tbe wholesaler and retailer.” 

“Is that profiteering?” he 
asked. “Prices may be higher 
outside Baghdad, but then bow 


cpnid Baghdad merchants be 
accountable for tbe deeds of trad- 
ers elsewhere?” 1 

Accor ding to the former bank- 
ing official, Iraqi retailers as weS 
as wholesalers consider their 
prices in dollar terms, “it means 
thar prices in Iraqi dinar terms 
could finrtnate based on the free 
market exchange rate of tbe dol- 
lar,” he explained. “Th e gove rn? 
meat does not seem to appreciate 
that either.” 

Sugar, rice, miHcpowder and 
ove a dozen other items subsi- 
dised by the government are 
available at around less than one- 
tenth the open market prices, but 
the rationed quantities arc only 
pnough to meet about 40 per cedt 
needs of an average family. ; 

“The rations are not simply 
enough and every family has to 
turn to the open market to me^t 
the rest of its needs; that is if tiie 
family can afford to buy,” said an 
Iraqi student living in Amman. 

Iraqis arriving here from Bagh- 
dad said shortages have not ye* 
turned acute m the market, bin 
that it is only a matter of days oy 
weeks before the available stocks 
are depleted. ’ 

The executions have not 
affected tiie flow of goods from 
Turkey into Iraq since the goods 
are distributed in rebel-controlled 
northern Iraq, where the govern- 
ment arm does not reach. There 
was no information how Iran and 
Syria-based exporters to Iraq 
were looking at the situation. . 



Petra — from a different angle. 


A regional view by camera 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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Bataineh defends decision 

to license new drug stores temporary txi 

C' Fmm thf> 1 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The decision 
taken by the Health Mmiscry to 
issue licences to new pharmacists 
to open drag stores was taken 
after a thorough study conducted 
in coordination with a0 con- 
cerned parties, according to 
Health Minister Aref Batameh. 

The decision, taken recently, is 
aimed at protecting the interests 
of the public and tbe Jordan 
Pharmacists Association (JPA), 
tbe minister said In an address at 
a swearing in ceremony for new 
pharmacists in foe JPA. 

The Health Ministry is striving 
to meet medical service needs 
through dose cooperation with 
the professional unions, the 
mhrister said at tiie ceremony 
attended by the JPA president 
and board m emb ers. He said that 
pharmacy is an integral part of 
the health service and Health 
Ministry and appreciates the JPA 
and drugstore’s role. 

The Health Ministry’s decision 
.to give licences for new new 
drugstores triggered fiery protests 
from JPA members. JPA presi- 
deart Hnsam Mismar criticised the 
decision at a press conference last 
Thmsady. 

Allowing pharmacists to open 


more drugstores in Amman two 
years after their application 
would cause an imbalance in the 
profession, Mr. Mismar said at 
tbe press conference. Mr. Mismar 
believes that more licences can 
only encourage people to open 
more drugs to res in Amman, de- 
priving rural and remote regions 
of pharmacy services because 
only a few would move to those 
regions. 

The Health Ministry last year 
issued 192 licences for new drug- 
stores and 496 applications are 
waiting to be renewed, according 
to ministry officials. 

Officials said that Jordan now 
has 1,900 pharmacists working in 
tbe private sector, of which 75 per 
cent are in the Greater Amman 
region. 

Local pharmaceuticals firms 
are said to be supplying tbe local 
markets with up to 60 per cent of 
its medical needs. 

At the s w e arin g-in ceremony 
Sunday, tiie health minister did 
not refer to the co n troversy and 
the dispute over tbe issue of 
drugstores but noted that suffi- 
cient rtuefies were conducted be- 
fore tiie decision was passed. 


28,056 Jordanian engineers 
now registered with JEA 


☆ Lecture, in Arabic, fay 
TooJmn Faisal entitled 
“Cukore and DeaMcracy” 
at .the Phoenix Art nd 
Culture Gallery — 8 pan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie total 
number of Jordanian engineers 
registered with the Jordan En- 
gineers Association (JEA) now 
stands at 28,056 in tiie seven 
different branches of civil, 
architectural, mechanical, elec- 
trical, mining, c hemical and ap. 
plied engineering, according to 
Mohammad Aqel, Head of the 
Fonnational Committee at the 
JEA. 

He said that industry is now 
heading towards very specialised 
engineering, something which put 
students £ace to face with ififficnlt 


choices. 

Mr. Aqel made the statement 
as stndents are sending in their 
applications to various Jordanian 
gov e rn m ent and private universi- 
ties to continue their higher stu- 
dies. He noted that special care 
should be taken in guiding stu- 
dents towards specialisations that 
have a High demand in the local 
and Arab labour markets. 

- For iterance, Mr. Aqel said tbe 
cavil engineering has 65 sub- 
specialisations brandies such as 
surveys, bridges, soil and sewer. 


AMMAN — Aptly named “Past 
and Present,” Siham El-Mufti’s 
photograph exhibition takes foe 
viewer through time and space 
from fife lost in history to con- 
temporary time. 

From the Egypt of the Phar- 
aohs or the Petra of the Naba- 
teans, one is taken to the less 
grandiose and tbe glamorous, the 
more practical and tbe rushed 
atmosphere of today. 

A group of Egyptian black and 
white photos pay a great deal of 
attention to detail. Close-ups 
show the photographer was taken 
in by the artistic mastery of the 
old pyramid builders. Statues, 
hieroglyphics, columns, in the 
group off antique representa- 
tions, are perfectly preserved. 

In photos that captured more 
contemporary snapshots of life, 
horse-pulled carriages op wide 
avenues, shaded on either side by 
palm trees, are, to today’s eyes, 
as old as the Sptaynx and as 
equally engrossing to watch. 

A fishermen’s marina, nothing 
as glamorous as a nautical sports 
dub’s, evokes images of a hard 
fife, in permanent conflict with a 
hostile nature. Old boats, masts 
piercing foe horizon's dim light, 
are waiting for the dawn to come 
and for the tanned brave men to 
sail, once again, in search for the 

ESCWA 
session on 
population 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Econo- 
mic and Social Commission of. 
Western Asia (ESCWA) Monday 
hosts a two day meeting for the 
preparatory committee of tbe 
Arab Population Conference, 
which will be Held here from 
April 4-8, according to a press 
release issued by foe Amman- 
based ESCWA office. ESCWA 
executive secretary Tayseer 
Abdul Jaber will open the two 
day meeting, which will discuss 
population issues such as growth, 
policies and programmes. The 
meeting win also discuss environ- 
ment and population, distribution 
of population, immi gr ati on, fami- 
fy planning and women in de- 
velopment. 


daily staple of fish. 

Egypt’s artery, the Nile can be 
semi in a dormant, lazy posture, 
neen with red patches, barely 
flowing, too wise to rush or 
maybe too tired to do so. 

In other instances, master- 
pieces of Arab architecture are 
present in old mosques. The 
pointed arches, the slim minarets, 
the domes, speak of the golden 
days of Arab civilisation, evoke 
Andaloosia and past glory. 

The desert group is gripping in 
its desolation. Ckdue-coloiured 
sand is pervading; the feeling 
though is not one of hostile na- 
ture but of respect for tins power- 
ful part of the earth that man 
dares not confront and which 
constantly reminds Him of his 
humble stature. 

One photo especially draws the 
eye: That of a lone tree, almost 
(hied up. Few upper branches are 
green on foe seared trunk, pro- 
ving a desire to survive, a symbol 
of foe perennial nature that does 
not want to perish. 

Another image is equally 
appealing to foe philosophical na- 
ture: The presence of the railway 
in the middle of the desert. It is a 
sign of civilisation in a place God 
created and has forgotten. 

Rocky, eroded, schist moun- 
tains, barren and dark complete 
tiu? desert group. There is no sign 
of life, unlike the Syrian photos 
where the human presence is felt 
in one way or another. 


life is represented either by 
tbe mechanical part of it — care,; 
motorbikes, bicycles — or by tb£ 
man hims elf — a man going 
about his work, two children, 
street-wise, contemplating life ia 
a doorway. ’ T* 

Old, half nimed, arched door-/ 
ways, antique, improvised storey^; 
supported by crooked wooden:; 
brains, unplastered walls, electric 2 ' 
cables scarring their already de-i 
cayed look, make up the Syrian,' 
photos. 

The Petra photos, a gathering:; 
of superbly immortalised land-;- 
scape, has three particularly in-' 
t cresting images. Taken through ■ 
fish-eye lenses, the three are 1 
taken from the bottom of a cer- ■ 
vice up, giving a sense of dSzti- 1 
ness, of imponderable suspension ; 
in time and place. 

Nature in some of its tiny, - 
delicate details — flowers, son- j 
sets, moon in an ink — drak night ‘ 
— complete foe exhibition which ; 
is going on till August 16. Provid- » 
mg a refreshing outlook at life, ' 
the photos are worth seeing. 1 
Prices are steep though. ; 

Ms. El-Mufti, a student at Exe- S 
ter University, in the United J 
Kingdom, is on- her way to" 
obtaining a BA degree in Arabic' 
and Islamic Studies. She has been > 
in Jordan for a year now, study- ' 
ing Arabic, and will be leaving for ’ 
England soon to continue her ■ 
studies. * 


Student sport champs 
can enrol in university 


AMMAN. (Petra) — The Uni- 
versity of Jordan announced Sun- 
day that students excelling in 
sports can apply to enrol in tbe 
university’s various faculties. The 
announcement, made by the uni- 
versity’s sports activities depart- 
ment, said the department mil 
accept applications from Tawjihi 
students until Aug. 12. 

The department said applicants 
should either be member of a 
national team that represented 
Jordan in an Olympic, regional or 
Arab championship or played 
with a national team at least one 
match abroad. 

Those who play for tiie Jorda- 
nian aimed forces team, tiie 
Kingdom's school teams or one of 


tbe teams that occupied one of 
tiie first three places in official 
annual league championships can 
apply on tins basis, the depart- 
ment said. 

It added that students who also 
won one of the first three places 
in an individual champio nship 
or ganis e d by tbe various sports 
leagues in Jordan or who played 
for a military or school team that 
occupied the first place in one of 
the Kingdom’s championship, 
can also apply. 

The department said sports ex- 
cellence certificates should bd 
issued by foe concerned leagues 
and accredited by foe Youth Care 
Corporation. 
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Test for Bush 


“THERE ARE a few weeks left for a serious initiative 
before a Serb victory, with terrible long term consequ- 
ences,” former British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher warned in a recent article. Warnings like this 
have been coining so far from political lenders and 
writers, especially from journalists who recently ven- 
tured into the battiezone and visited the Serbian- 
controlled detention camps. Those credible Western 
journalists report torture, mahmrished people and 
deaths. Some of them describe what is happening to 
Muslim and Bosnian detainees as a genocide. 

Amid an of this, U.S. President George Bosh still 
Suds justifications for his administration’s wimpish 
attitude towards the tragedy in the Balkans. On 
■Friday, the president was quoted as saying that he was 
unwilling to commit the lives of American “boys” to 
the conflict in Yugoslavia. Yet he still finds it fit to talk 
a boat Iraq’s and other countries’ abuse of human 
rights. 

No one is asking Mr. Bush to sacrifice American 
boys to save any of Yugoslavia’s Muslims or Bosnians. 
He has been recently reminded that in 15141 Germany 
crushed Serbia, at that time also trying to control 
Yugoslavia, only in one week. It used air power first 
and then its armies. The cost for Germany was 166 
dead. We do not envy President Bosh on his position. 
He claims to be leading the free world, but the free 
world is having difficulty following his lead. 

Even the U.S.’s most ardent follower, Mrs. Thatch- 
er, is urging action. “Waiting until the conflict burns 
itself out will be not only dishonourable but also very 
costly.... Hesitation has already proved costly. The 
matter is urgent,” Mrs. Thatcher wrote in the New 
York Times. 

If Mr. Bush wants to lead the free world and form 
the new world order on the doctrine of Woodrew 
Wilson, he needs to shed his wimpish mantle and don 
his warrior uniform and go after the real villains. But 
if he cowers under the pressure of domestic issues and 
the antagonists of his foreign policy, then he would be 
hard put to convince his own people of his strong 
leadership. Mr. Bush wiD no doubt invoke the Gulf 
and his experiences there. Bat the Yogoslav tragedy 
will continue to pose a major test for his credibility 
both at home and abroad. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


RUSSIA'S DESPERATE attempt to win a few million dollars 
from Kuwait by joining the forces aligned against Baghdad is 
something disgusting and can only arouse Arab people’s contempt 
of Russia and its president, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday. It 
said that Russia and Kuwait are soon to sign a joint defence pact 
joining up with France, Britain and the U.S. which had ted the 
western alliance against the Baghdad leadership. Indeed, the Gulf 
crisis has opened foe greed of foe world’s major powers to embark 
on looting Arab wealth and to ensure continued domination of 
Arab countries, continued foe daily. It said that China remains 
outside the circle and it would not be long before Peking will join 
the team because it would not leave foe booty to the other major 
powers without having a slice of foe cake. But foe Gulf crisis has 
also opened foe door for Kuwait and foe other Gulf countries to 
invite those powers which have selfish interests in the fegion, the 
paper added. On foe whole, foe Western nations are bent on 
starving the Iraqi people and launching further aggressions is a 
new “desert storm," joined by Russia and other countries under 
foe pretext of searching for mass destruction weapons and 
rockets, foe paper said. The renewed aggression on foe Iraqi 
people is looming in foe offing as the Americans are bolding 
military exercises along foe Knwaiti-Iraqi border, it said. The 
paper said that President Bush’s race for foe White House seems 
to be taking foe world to a new disaster, 

OBSERVERS AROUND foe world in general and the United 
States m particular believe that President Bush is in dire need of a 
diplomatic victory outside his country so that he can ensure 
success in foe race to the White House, said a columnist in A1 Bal 
daily Sunday. Mahmoud Shqair said that by sending his state 
secretary to the Middle East to arrange for a new round of 
Arab- Israeli negotiations in Washington and by offering Yitzhak 
Rabin the loan guarantees Israel had requested, Mr. Bush is 
trying to achieve this goal in the face of a strong competi ti on and 
rivalry from Bill Clinton, The writer said that Mt. Bosh, who is 
driven to commit any act to prop up his deteriorating popularity in 
the United States, is also malting moves for yet another 
aggression and hopes to win another victory to help turn retain Ins 
post. It should be noted, however, that by such'an aggression and 
a decision to grant the Israelis the loan guarantees they are 
de manding Mr. Bush wiD be committing a grave blunder that can 
backfire on foe peace process that would be dealt a devastating 
blow, continued the writer. He said that the Arabs and the 
Palestinians in particular should study and assess the outcome of 
Mr, Rabin's current visit to foe United States because they axe 
keen on the peace process and its success. One should not forget, 
said the writer, that Mr. Bush's wea k n e s s in foe current campaign 
for the presidency could be exploited by Mr. Rabin who would 
demand that Israel’s request be met in full before the peace 
process can continue. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 


The way to peace passes through Damascus 


Now that foe bilateral peace talks are scheduled to resume in 
Washington, on August 24, there are increasing signs, that foe 
centre of gravity of the talks may shift from the Isracu-Palestinian 
negotiations to the Israeli-Syrian parleys. This adjustment in foe 
orientation of the bilateral talks came as a result of the 
reassessment of the Syrian influence on foe entire peace talks and 
the conviction that without rapid movement on foe Golan Heights - 
issue, foerfc can be little movement on the other fronts of the 
Washington trilateral peace talks. 

With the Palestinians increasingly hmging the future of their 
negotiations on Damascus’s stance on foe peace process, it has 
become apparent that putting the Israeli-Palestmian negotiations 
at the forefront of all the other dimensions of foe peace process 
was not a practical tactic. Not only foe Palestinian house is deeply 
divided on the terms of any prospective peace settlement, it is also 
tom apart by the Hamas-Fatah conflict that rendered foe 
Palestinian side captive to many other considerations. In the 
process, the independence erf the Palestinian side has become 
suspect and its ability to manoeuvre freely and on its own set of 
priorities has also been weakened. 

■ The PLO has in effect struggled to receive nods of agreement 
and blessing from different Arab quarters which were operating 
on conflicting wavelengths. When PLO leader Yasser Arafat 


announced recently that he wiD refuse a deal on behalf of his 
people that may give them an o pport un ity to have their 
independent state as long as Golan Heights issue is not resolved 
he was signaling that foe Palestinian future is $tSl dependent on 
the Arab states^perspectives and interests.' Moreover, Mr. Arafat 
must have also sensed that having his free and independent 
Palestinian state is not in foe cards and so why ruffle the feathers 
of the various Arab governments for no reason of consequence? 
Mr. Arafat apparently seeks to reverse the equation by inviting 
the Syrians, foe Lebanese and the Jordanians to also tie their talks 
with Israel to those affecting the future of the Palestinians. This is 
an ingenious way of having the Arab capitals come to the rescue 
of foe Palestinian case when the odds against foe Palestinians' 
getting what they want are increasing rather than decreasing. 
Most probably the other Arab parties wiD reject the strategy of 
foe PLO and may end up dam ping the objectives of the 
Palestinians if they interfere with then national interests. 

On foe Israeli tide, there were dramatic changes with regard to 
Syria and its Golan Heights. Unlike S hamir ** government, foe 
Labour-led government of Yitzhak Rabin is not rejecting outright 
an Is raeh-Syrian deal that may involve some Israeli withdrawal 
from foe occupied Syrian territory. And within foe Labour camp. 


- , ■ , _ jf Artrtffht on how to proceed with foe 

there were two schools of one school of thought 

peace talks wifofaeArab *^_p^ es£ £ nian talks while foe other 
that sought " a J a ?^ e scholars, insisted on 

one : championed byTel Aw u ^ q{ ^ other Arab-Israeli 
(rotting the Syrian-f^h ah^ ^ Damascus is a regional 
negotiations. Ihis latter and has. therefore. 



tf they were viewed as confr^ - those 

hegemony over many^«ti®^^ ^ only effective way- 

.. * ,o tie the 

knot. 

„ Tje to® - 

perspectjre 

tZt^osibly reinforced th&>w n “ 

Jordan Vrefusal to ? et toer mM Stafaa 
behalf of the Palestinians. Toe de facto resigna .. 

major player has of course lead to 

thinking and c ulmina ted in concluding that the door to peace is in 
Damascus and nowhere else. 


Settlers smarting at Rabin freeze 


By Robert Mahoney 

Reuter 


ARIEL, Occupied West Bank — 
After 15 years of open doors and 
open cheque books in the corri- 
dors of power Jewish settlers are 
smarting in their West Bank villas 
from their abrupt exclusion by 
Israel's new labour government. 

Many are still shocked by the 
fall of the Likud Party which 
backed their daim to the biblical 
land of Israel with guns, bulldoz- 
ers and billions of shekels. 

Those who moved to the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
just to get cheap housing rather 
than fulfil a Zionist dream are 


worried what Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin's freeze on most new 
building there means for their 
future among 1.75 million Palesti- 
nians in revolt against Israeli rule. 

They fear foe government will 
slash subsidies and benefits which 
made a house on occupied Arab 
land half foe price of a similar 
home a few minutes' drive away 
in Israel proper. 

In public their leaders are up in 
arms, organising a campaign to 
demonstrate, challenge the gov- 
ernment in court and raise private 
funds, mainly in the United 
States, to continue building. They 
accuse Mr. Rabin of betraying 


foe Jewish people, endangering 
Israeli security and pandering to 
foe United States which wants a 
settlement freeze to further its 
Middle East peace drive. 

In private, however, many of 
foe beads of tbe more than 
100,000 settlers are less worried. 
They believe the Jewish presence 
in the territories is irreversible. 
.They are preparing to tough it out 
until foe next general election in- 
four years. 

“This is no time to say woe 
unto us," said settler 1 leader 
Yechiel Letter. Settlers had 
achieved the first phase of their 
goal to have foe territories in- 
corporated into Israel — a mas- 


sive building drive, he explained. 
“Now we can concentrate -on 
absorbing people we have 
attracted." 

Tbe flow of settlers across 
Israel’s pre-1967 borders will not 
even stop under Labour’s freeze 
plans, which neither the Arabs 
nor the U.S. believe go for 
enough. 

Mr. Rabin will let some 10,000 
homes already under construc- 
tion be completed, allowing foe 
Jewish population of the territor- 
ies to rise potentially by 50,000 
Mr. Rabin wiD also allow building 
on occupied land around Jeru- 
salem and along “confrontation 
lines" with Syria and Jordan to 


Turkish human rights 
record remains bleak 


By Alistair Lyon 

ANKARA — Turkish Prime 
Minis ter Suleyman DerrdreL rec- 
ognising torture as a major prob- 
lem, promised police stations 
with “glass walls’’ when be took 
power nine months ago. 

Yet police stations remain. un- 
penetrable and improvements to 
Turkey’s human’ rights record 
have been few and far between, 
Western diplomats and human 
rights activists say. 

“The coalition government's 
programme contained serious 
promises, mif it has not fulfilled 
with yet," Nevzai: Helvati, head 
of Turkey’s Human Rights Asso- 
ciation, told Reuteis. 

A human rights foundation re- 
port said 11 people died in deten- 
tion in the first naif of 1992, 131 
were victims of mystery kfUings 
and 194 were shot dead by foe 
security forces, many of them 
during Kurdish new year celebra- 
tions in March. 

“The widespread systematic 
practice of torture has continued 
unabated," London-based 
Amnesty International reported 
in May. 

It said “(fisappearances " ex- 
trajudicial executions and death- 
squad style killings had shown an 


alarming increase. 

Members of parliament’s hu- 
man rights commission were re- 
fused access when they tried to 
use their mandate to inspect Ank- 
ara police headquarters and a 
prison in Diyaibakir las^jnpjith. 

Interior Minister Ismet.-Sezgin . 
this week denied that any torture 
had occurred since be took office, _ 
saying foe government remained ‘ 
committed to foe protection of 
human rights. 

He tola Reuters he routinely 
ordered police to investigate 
cases of torture or other abuses 
reported in foe newspapers and 
had started human rights courses 
in police academies. 

‘We are trying to turn a 1 00- 
year-old police force into one 
appropriate for an open, demo- 
cratic order. In this process there 
may be deviations and things we 
do not approve of,” he said. 

Mr. Demirel's conservative So- 
da! Democrat government acted 
boldly when it first came to pow- 
er, appointing an ethnic Kind as 
state minister for human rights 
and dosing a newly-built high- 
security jail in EsJrisehir in a blaze 
of publicity. 

It then returned citizenship to 
about 14.000 people who had fled 
T arkeyfearing persecution after 
tbe 1980 militar y coup. 


But it has failed to push 
through parliament a judicial re- 
form package aimed at discourag- 
ing some of the worst abuses. 

The bifl prepared by Justice 
Minister Seyfi Oktay, a Sodal 
Democrat, would ~ rediice • 
period- in which detainees may be 
held before being brought before' 
a judge to four days from 15’and J 
give lawyers the right to be pre- 
sent d unng interrogation. 

President Tuigut Ozal vetoed . 
the biD after its first passage 
through parliament and the gov- 
ernment failed to bring it to a 
second, decisive vote in July be- 
fore the summer recess. 

The hold-up disappointed 
European diplomats who had 
been assured the bfll would be on 
the statute book before the re- 
cess. 

“It seems short-sighted not to . 
have passed it at a time when 
Turkey’s prospects for joining foe 
European Community and the 
Westem-European Union were 
under review," one diplomat 
said. 

It remains undear whether the 
bill will go through in its original 
form. Some deputies in Mr. De- 
mirel’s True Path Party have 
urged a delay of up to two years 
in implementing key provisions in 


the 


Ftate security cases or m 
mainly Kurdish southeast 

Bloodshed in the southeast, 
where Kurdish guerrillas are 
fighting for independence, has 
risen shaiply this year. 

! Mr. Heryad saia fog sepa ratist 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
and other armed groups, includ- 
ing a shadowy counter-terrorout- 
fit whose existenoe foe govern- 
ment denies, may have deliber- 
ately ratcheted up the violence 
to foil democratisation. 

Mr. Demirel promised to tre- 
ate foe people of the southeast 
with “compassion” and said he 
recognised the “Kurdish reality,” 
but the deadly armed struggle still 
dominates life in tbe region. 

“The military is down there in 
larger numbers. The idea is to 
recapture Turkish authority in 
foe region, dose the borders and 
respond quickly to attacks," a 
senior Western envoy said. 

He said the government 
appeared to have “seized the 
marg inal intitiative from foe 
PKK” by wresting back control of 
some areas, but its human rights 
declarations had not filtered 
down. 

“There is little evidence of foe 
human rights -side of foe policy. 
Violations have not decreased,” 
foe envoy said — Reuter 


Palestinians await signs 
Israel wants peace 


By Sami Aboudi 

SALFTT. Occupied West Bank 
— Palestinians building homes 
for Jews on occupied Arab land 
are anxiously awaiting signs new 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin is committed to peace. 

Workers from Salfit, a West 
Bank village down tbe road from 
one of foe biggest Jewish settle- 
ments, are finishing hundreds of 
houses started during the hard- 
line role of former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir. 

Like most Palestinians in the- 
occupied territories, the people 
of Salfit hope Rabin will live up 
to bis promise s to halt foe build- 
ing of new settlements in Arab 
lands, occupied since the 1967 
war. 

At the end of each day, tbe 
Arab builders take home news on 
foe state of new building to fellow 
village is in Salfit eager for signs 
of change. 

“We see conflicting signs. We 
heard police axe inspecting build- 
ing sites in Ariel and other settle- 
ments. But we also hear work is 
continuing,” said Khamis A1 
Hamad, member of foe Salfit 
village council. 


Settlement construction is a 
major source of income in this 
village of 6,000 which before the 
Jewish building boom relied on 
olive oil for its wealth. 

Labour Party leader Yitzhak 
Rabin's pledge to promote peace 
has revived hope among foe 1.75 
million Palestinians in foe occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
that they soon be able to exercise 
control over their own affairs. 

Palestinians acknowledge Mr. 
Rabin has curtailed foe frantic 
building boom in foe occupied 
territories but they say he still has 
a long way to go. 

Mr. Rabin has vowed to reach* 
an agreement giving Palestinians 
limited self-rule within a year. 
Israeli- Arab peace negotiations 
resume in Washington on August 
24 although Palestinians will go to 
foe talks in a joint delegation with 
the Jordanians because Israel re- 
fuses to recognise ‘ them as a 
separate entity. 

Immediately after taking 
office, Mr. Rabin froze new Jew- 
ish settlement construction in the 
occupied territories. But his deci- 
sion to finish work on 10,000 
housing units already begun has 
dampened expectations of some 
Palestinians. 


About 100.000 Jewish settlers 
five in foe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Anofoer 140,000 Jews live 
in Arab East Jerusalem, captured 
by Israel in foe 1967 Middle East 


war. 

Salfit villagers have watched 
for 14 years as Ariel sprouted 
from a tiny enclave to a modem 
town overshadowing their 
oenturies-old village. 

Villagers said they had hoped 
for a total settlement freeze and a 
loosening of the military strange- 
bold cm their life. 

“Repression continues. Death* 
squads (undercover soldiers hunt- 
ing wanted Arabs) are still oper- 
jfing and settlements are still 
bang enlarged.” said Mahmoud 
Affaneh, who runs a flour mill. 

Are these actions of someone 
•who wants to lead his people to 
peace,” be asked. 

Most Palestinians, anxious -to 
lead normal lives despite the 
occupation and foe 4VS-year up- 
rising against it, back the U.S.- * 
brokered Middle East peace tails 
hop ing they w ill pave tbe way for 
an independent Palestinian state. 

Israel opposes a sovereign 
Palestinian state but is willing to 
withdraw from some territory in 
foe West Bank and Gaza Strip in 


foe name of peace. 

But despite some disappoint- 
ment, Salfit villagers sigh with 
relief when they ex chang e in- 
formation on actual work stop- 
pages. 

Some were pleased to hear a 
'plan for a sealer highway that 
•would slice through their olive 
groves had been cancelled. 

Palestinians workers said Jew- 
ish settlers have been trying to 
circumvent building regulations. 
There are rumours that settlers 
haul in prefabricated walls by 
night add assemble them on pre- 
pared foundations by morning. 

Settlers say contractors are 
merely rushing to fimsh work 
-andband over bouses to owners 
anxious to move in before the 
school year begins in September. 

Workers at Eli settlement, be- 
tween Jerusalem and the West 
Bank town of Nablus, said em- 
ployers had ordered them to give 
priority to laying foundations for 
27 individual housing units. 

“We have grown to hate war 
and so do the Israelis. But I 
believe the Israeli government 
still n eeds some . international 
pressure to completely stop build- 
ing settlements on our land.” Mr. 
Affaneh sai<L .Reuter 


continue unhindered. 

Presidents of Ariel, the biggest 
settlement in the area covered by 
foe freeze, are angry but un- 
daunted. 

“We boped to nearly double 
tbe -population by next year,” 
said Ron Nachman, foe vocal 
mayor of this West Bank towivof 
11.000. “Now we wfll reach only 
about 15,000,” he told Reuters. 

The advent of Mr. Rabin has 
spurred a flurry of activity within 
Ariel and other settlements dot- 
ting the hills from Jerusalem to 
Jenin. Contractors are rushing to 
complete apartments approved 
before foe election and lay foe 
foundations for others. Arab 
workers, who do most of foe 
building, said they were on over- 
time. 

But outride tbe settlements' 
guarded perimeter fences work 
has stopped on foe highway tbe 
Likud was building to speed set- 
tlers past Arab villages to their 
jobs in foe Tel Aviv coastal re- 
gion. 

Work has also stopped on an 
extension to foe nearby Barqan 
industrial park where some 80 
small factories have sprung up 
dumb to generous giants and tax 
holidays which the Labour gov- 
ernment is now reviewing. 


“The problem is we do not yet 
know exactly what benefits the 
government plans to stop,” said 
frit Serulnik, a real estate agent. 

“Fewer people are coming be- 
cause thev do not know. We have- 
had a drop of 70 per cent in 
enquiries (for house purchases).” 
she said. Residents were worried 
about the resale value of their 
homes, Ms. Semlnik. a recent 
immigrant from foe former Soviet 
tJoion, said. 

The bulk of Ariel residents 
moved there to take avantage of 
cheap housing, a 95 per cent 
mortgage, and other benefits. 
The settlement has only about 15 
per cent religious Jews and few of 
the fervent religious-nationalist 
Zionists who fired the building 
boom of tbe 1980s. 

Mr. Nachman, a Likud mem- 
ber of parliament, dismissed fears - 
of a house price collapse in the.' 
settlement he promotes so assi-.. 
duously among U.S. Jewry. 

“So what? People don't want to 
move,” he said. Asked what - 
Labour will mean for his town-.. 
Ms. Nachman says: “People,- 
won't have open doors to minis- 
ters anymore ... But we will fight v 
this stupid government. We wilt, 
go on building with direct fi*_- 
nance. We will survive." 




LETTERS 


Better late than never 

To the Editor: 

Former Prime Minister Zeid Rifai broke his nearly four years of 
silence about the persistent accusations of alleged corruption 
levelled against him and his government only in the wake of 
P arl i am ent's decision to investigate and act upon these charges. 
By so waiting tiD that bitter moment, Mr. Rifai has weakened his 
case considerably. Had he spoken up much sooner, before the 
problem had festered beyond proportion, foe former prime 
minister would have been in a much stronger position not only to 
rebut the charges against him and some of his cabinet team but 
also to pull tbe rug from tinder the feet of those who picked on 
him to rally support for their campaign against alleged corruption 
m the country. r 

i *? comprehend why Mr. Rifai had waited that 

lofig. Maybe he thought, wrongly obviously, that foe issue would 
never come to a head, inqrite of all the noise that was made about 

Li retrospect, Mr. Rifai should have taken up foe challenge 
mmsetf by opening the file related to tbe events that lead to 
^J^ ei & ac 5 0, ?/ 00 5-S cr to® .resignation of his government 
m 1969. Instead, Mr. Rifai calculatedtbat it woulk be more 
prudent tonse above foe various accusations made against him in 
foe wake of his downfaDfoan to rink to foe level of answering 
essence is where he went wrong for, in spite of the 

when iris case has been strengthened by the lack ofraroborated 
evidence against him, would farther tarnish his image at a time 

’ysftyrafc aod colleagues to rise U p to 
bon by the horns ashe usually does. 
dwto&L to duck foe issue or to retreat from wfaeij it has 

Waleed M. Sadi, 
Amman. 


Confederated future? 

To the Editor: 

SSSaKK* 1 sw as 

* a see of 

*toy_I go a step farther and add towteilSv * 

(or federated) confeder- 

Dr, Kama! T. Nimri, 
P.O. Box 677, 

Irlrid. 

Aon, its 

publicati on, however , sfaStf arnfafaftf 
Preferably address as well. Names can dTSfolSf « 7“ *** 
request and under special drcumst^^^I ap °° 

^^oewspaper is oo. tespo^fc W tie 
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Protesters ^radindictm^it reversal 


* 


■ (Continued from page 1) 

glided tribal leaders dressed in' 
traditional fcufiyyahs and white 
flwubs.- 

: Parliament last week infected 
Mr- Hawamdeh on charges of 
misuse of pnbScibnds in a 1987 
contract to build A1 Jafr-Azraq 
highway at a cost of $35 million. 
The House failed to master fee 
. n ee de d two -think ma jority to in- 
dict Mr. Bifid and fbnner Finance 
Minister Hanna Odeh on mtih r . 
dKtrps. 

v The Investigations Coioontic^ 
of the Home I^ 'ncomratlSS 
fee indictment of tiu daee'fc^'-' 
mer officials in the first 
in the history of Jordan. 

: “We demand the trial of all 
Fjlawamdeh’s colleagues who 
served with ' him in. that cabinet 
and we demand the trial of all 
officials involved in other con up- ' 
tion cases,” the protesters said in 
apetitionr sent to King Hussein. 
“Tafileh is not responsi ble ftjr the 
Kingdom’s $32 bdfion debt,” they 


accused them of 



“We are a gainst h huning ab- 
ruption on one person while let- 
ting many others get away wife 
it,” said one of the demonstra- 
tors, Khaled A1 Oran. “Mr. 
Hawamdeh is being punished for 
serving his country,” he yajd- 
Tbe Jordanian press was also 
~ by demonstrators for 
; the freedom of express- 
ion" and for bias in i nfa r mi ng the 
public of all aspects of the case. 
The press was also attacked for 
rejecting newspaper advertise- 
ment pledging support by people 
of TafDeh for Mr. Hawamdeh. 

“Parliament was not fair to Mr. 
Hawamdeh,” said Jumaa Jara- 
deen, one leader of the protest 
“We all know that other co mipt 
officials were acquitted.” 

Mr. Jaradeen spoke to repor- 
ters af Parliament’s parking lot, 
where at least 2000 anti-riot 
police lined np at the entran n e of 
the domed white bnilding to 
block protesters from forcing 
their way in. 

“Down with tins Partiament,” 
chanted the crowd who waved 
posters of King Hussein, Jorda- 
nian flags and banners which 
read: “The enemies of fee people 
are their deputies.” 

-Another banner plastered on 
one of the buses read: “The 
annulment of Partument is a 
public demand.” 

The demonstrators drove from 
TafUeh in 20 mini buses and cars 
ter voice their protests to Parlia- 
ment and King Hasson. 

Hawamdeh ranrily members in 
Jerash also drove to Amman to 


p r ev en t in g the 
crowd from seeing their “bdoved 
Abu Abdullah.” 

• Security was ' -reinforced' in 
many areas of the capital. At the 
Prime Ministry, police forces 
were seen, blocking all entrances 
to the premises. . 

- -The demonstrators passed the 
Prime. Ministiy and -headed^ to- 
ward- Mr. Hawamdeh’s bouse, 
where he came out ttogreer iris 

lkedthemforfeeircon- 

cegL, a^isakiwthHtr,coartswffl 
Hn^rigatefee^ ma tte fc folfeer^md 
expressed coifedcnce^t&rt truth 
wflb Jbe revealed; - 
The government laun- 

ched an economic austerity prog- 
ramme in 1989 in an attempt to 
alleviate $83 billion in fo reign 
debts. 

In April feat year, riots broke 
out in southern cities and spread 
to other regions in the Kingdom 
over reports of corruption and 
mismanagement by- Mr. Rifafs 
government. Theriots were origi- 
nally fuelled by price hikes as a 
result of fee deteriorating eco- 
nomy. 


Top Shiite leader laid to rest 


(ContlBBfd from page 1) . 

Shite dissiden t s, held memorial 
services throughout the country 
on Sunday. 

. - According to Tehran Radio, it 
told Iraq feat it wanted to send a 
delegation to pay its respects to 
Ayatollah KhoeTs family and 
visit his grave. 

Ayatoflah KhoeTs doctors said 
last month he was recovering well 
from bis heart operation but still 
had other ailments; Fourof Iraq’s 
top surgeons. Heated him. - 

A Reuter c or res po ndent who 
visited Xxis Baghdad 7 hospital in 
July found fee white-bearded 
clergyman frail txa alert. 

“Tell the faithful to pray for 
me. I pray to God to grant them 
success," fee ayatollah, who was 
hard of hearing,” said to fab son 
Mohammad Taqi in Farsi after 
being told people throughout fee 
world were worried about his 
health. 

Ayatollah Kboei was cared for 
by. Mohammad Tam, 34, and 
■three of his sisters. Three other 
sons and two daughters five out- 
side Iraq. - 


Ayatollah Kboei came to Najaf 
aged about 15 and spent most of 
ms life near the shrine of Imam 
AH, the Prophet Mohammad’s 
cousin and son-in-law, regarded 
by Suites as the Prophet’s right- 
ful heir. 

More than 4,000 students from 
countries such as Iran, Lebanon, 
India, Pakistan and Afgh anistan 
study at 14 religious schools in 
Najaf, a centre of learning for 
centuries. 

The shrines to Imam AH and to 
hb sons Abbas and Hussein in the 
-Holy City of Karbala, 80 
kilometres north of Najaf, were 
reopened last year after extensive 
repairs. 


Rabin cabinet to amend anti-PLO law 


(CoRttaned from page 1) 

taken wife them. But th^y area’t 
formal PLO people. It’s a reason- 
able solution,” be added. 

Many Israelis view die law as 
anachronistic now that the PLO 
has endorsed Middle East peace 
talks between Israel and Palesti- 
nians from the occupied territor- 
ies. 

The FLO responded to the 
Israeli plan urging the Jewish 
state to go. further and let 
Palestinians from outside fee 
occupied territories join Middle 
East peace talks. 

“What is needed now from the 


Israeli government b a dear and 
public declaration feat it recog- 
nises the PLO as the sole legiti- 
mate" representative of the 
Palestinian people,” said Sulei- 
man Najjab, a member of the 
PLO Executive Committee. 

“Israel b also requested to 
approve the participation of 
Palestinian delegates from the 
diaspora and tom East Jeru- 
salem in the bilateral and multi- 
lateral peace negotiations.” 

Mr. Najjab said the plan to 
legalise contacts with the PLO 
indicated “a realistic approach in 
Hwilmg wife existing realities, be- 
cause die PLO b a reality." 


Parliament calls for national unity 


(Continued from page 1) 

fistic more than half a dozen are 
of significance. In one major 
amendment the committee cros- 
sed oat articles 9 and 10' of the 
draft law. because of their “non 
legislative nature.” Both articles 
urge journalists to abide by the 
ile of freedom, national re- 
human rights, re- 

i 

of the nation. 

Another amendment reversed 
a restriction on media chiefs to 
take more titan bine job. 


Another amendment, winch, 
according to the committee, was 
endorsed by the government, 
gives the government the right to 
share in fee ownership of news- 
papers and magazines. 

Journalists have branded the 
new draft law as a “punishments 
law.” It makes the acceptance of 
financial aid from any source a 
crime. 

The law also makes report in g 
on tiie movement of the Armed 
Forces or any article that 
“touches” the security forces a 
crime. 


^r^^p^rr^Jordan, Palestinians hold talks 

but the information could not be - - > I \ ' ‘ T".. 1 , C'VJT . 


noth© . 

independently confirmed. ~j . ^Continued from page 1) 
Some of the protesters' repre- 


\ 


sentafives met with Speaker of 
tiie Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad A1 Lawzi, who received 
from them a letter addressed to 
King Hussein and another one to 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
' Shaker. 

“The demonstrators were 
wrong. Their slogans do not rep- 
resent tiie public opinion in Jor- 
dan,” Mr. Lawzi told tiie Jordan 
Times. 

“Jordan b a democratic coun- 
try that believes in phoraHsm in 
political activities and opinions. 
But dialogue b the base,” he 
said. 

Mr. Lawzi said he called on 
representatives of the demonstra- 
tors to exercise self-restraint, 
calm and rely on dialogue for 
expressing their concerns. - 

The Senate speaker said the 
demonstrators were “regretabDy 
wrong in attacking the House, 
which acts within its constitution- 
al authority.” He said their slo- 
■4 gans are rejected by all Jorda- 
nians, - 

On Wednesday and Thursday 
last week, noisy, but peaceful 
demonstrations took place in 
Tafileh and Karak. 

Sunday’s protesters tried to 
head for the Royal Palace, but 
were blocked by policemen, who 
formed parallel lines on mam 
streets leading to the palace. 

For several boms, traffic on the 
Second, Third and Fourth Circles 
as well as main roads leading to 
the Interior Ministiy were jam- 
med, forcing helpless drivers to 
wait, in fee sweltering heat of 
August until the Taffies beaded 
back to their hometown. 

Policemen showed remarkable 
tolerance to provocations. Some 
e n rt u K iadic and yonng demon- 
strators cursed police officers and 

4 Settlers 

(Continued from page 1) 

land-for-peace deal to end the 
Arab-Israeti conflict. 

Kiryat Arba, which bouses ab- 
out 5,500 Jews, is one of the more 
milit ant of the more than 140 
settlements Israel has built in the 
occupied territories. 

The settlers have vowed to 
resist Mr. Rabin’s plans to sharp- 
ly limit further settlement con- 
struction. Israel Housing Minister 
Benjamin Ben Eliezer announced 
the cuts shortly after Mr. Rabin’s 
left-wing cabinet took office on 
July 13. 

A freeze was put on plans for 
a$ more than 5,500 planned bousing, 

’ ■ units in the West Bank and Gaza. 
Strip, but construction underway 
on more fe*n 10,000 units was 
allowed to continue. 


the final status resuming in the 
third year.' 

Palestinians insist on bolding 
elections for a 180-seat parlia- 
ment with fully-fledged legislative 
authority that would select mem- 
bers of an “interim government” 
as a step towards full statehood, 
ail idea rejected by Israel. 


Amman-based ‘Artfe bffiaals 
s&yMrv Rabin would be ready to-' 
offer general political elections to 
select a 15-member administra- 
tive council to run the territory 
riming limited autonomy. 

The body's mandate would 
cover a wide range of day-today 
administrative affairs but would 
have no power over foreign 
affairs, security or sovereignty, 
they said. 


U.N. team 

( Curtiur d from page 1) 
bearing paint splashes daubed by 
opponents of fee U.N. presence 
in Iraq, headed away from Bagh- 
dad’s government centre. 

Inspectors checked carefully 
under their vehicles in the hotel 
car pork before loafing them with 
eq uip me n t. 

As he left, Mr. Smidovich, the 
first Russian to head a U.N. team 
in Iraq, said he expected no 
problems but refused to say if be 
would take up the Iraqi challenge 
and try to search a ministry. 

Official newspapers made no 
mention of the U.N. inspectors 
on Sunday but focused on a 
speech by President Saddam Hus- 
sein on Saturday in which he said 
Iraq would triumph over its ene- 
mies. 

'Germ weapons* 

Iraq bas had biological 
weapons in its arsenal for nearly a 
decade and has been developing 
various strains of botulism, 
anth rax and salmonella for use in 
war, a British newspaper says. 

Sunday’s Observer quoted an 
Iraqi scientist living in exile in 
Iran as saying Iraq had tested 
biological weapons in the early 
1980s. allowing it several years to 
perfect the technology before die 
Gulf war. 

“I think it was developed as an 
artillery shell by 1983,” the mic- 
robiologist was quoted as saying. 
“There were many strains, 
botulism, salmonella and 
anthrax. Friends told me they had 
found a way to make anthrax 
even more toxic. I know they 
experimented on sheep.” 

He said the aim of his own 
research at Baghdad University 
had been to develop a toxin to 
paralyse fee heart and lungs. 

-The.Q.bperyer. said the scien- 
tist's disclosures were ^s up port e d 
by other Iraqi exiles and anecdot- 
al evidence such as reports of a 
bomb that killed all the sheep in 
one Iraqi town. 

The newspaper said fee revela- 
tions had shocked Western 
weapons experts and heightened 
fears that Iraq had managed to 
conceal the extent of its weapons 
programme from United Nations 
inspectors. 


The Mafia’s target list 


By Clare Pedrick 


ROME — Just three hours after 
the (July 19) killing of Judge 
Paolo Boiselfino, an anonymous 
caller telephoned the Italian news 
agency ANSA and made an 'omi- 
nous threat: “Now it's Orlando's 
torn.” The police have every 
reason to take the call seriously. 
Leofuca Orlando, the outspoken 
former mayor of Palermo and 
head of a political groan dedi- 
cated to thwarting the Mafia, is 
one of the crime syndicate's 
sworn enemies. 

For years, Mr. Orlando has 
learned to live with an entourage 
of bodyguards and to take pre- 
cautions about where he goes and 
what he does. But since the end 
of June this energetic campaigner 
has had to change his lifestyle 
radically. A senes of threats 
backed np by intelligence reports 
that police say come tom “the 
highest sources” all point to fee 
fact that Mr. Orlando’s life is in 
grave danger. It was June 27 
when Mr. Orlando first heard 
there was a definite plan to kill 

him. 

“That day in Palermo I bad 
been taking part in a march to 
commemorate Giovanni Falcone 
(fee Sicilian magistrate murdered 
May 231,” he said. That evening, 
I found the chief of police Vito 
Plantone waiting for me. With a 
very serious expression on his 
face, he told me: 'We are very 
worried about your safety. News 
has readied us from Rome that 
there is a plan afoot to assassinate 
you.”’ 

Mr. Orlando bas many ene- 
mies. A former Christian Demo- 
crat, he left Italy’s largest politic- 
al party three years ago, accusing 
it of corruption. He set up his 
own group, called La Rete — The 
Network — standing on a plat- 
form of honesty and, specifically, 
of tackling the Mafia. In April, at 
Italy's general elections. Mr. 
Orlando was elected to the 
national parliament and his fledg- 
ling party made an impressive 
showing, especially in his home 
town of Palermo. 

Mr. Orlando argues that the 
Mafia is inextricably linked with 
Italy's political establishment. He 
says so loud and dear, a brave 
but dangerous act “The Mafia is 
not just made up of (crime) bos- 
ses who flee into the moun tains 
when there is danger,” he said. 
“The Mafia is a system of power, 
a mixture of criminality and poli- 
tical power. It could never have 
become as strong as it has it had 
not hadfee support of the politic- 
al’feStfttftioos. ’ . 

It is this straightforward line on 
political collusion that bas earned 
him the death sentence, says Mr. 
Orlando. “If they do kill me, it 
won’t just have been the Mafia," 
he said. Since the first warning at 
the end of June, there have been 
others, even more alarming. In 
the first days of July, a stolen car, 
its headlights glarmg and doors 
wide open, was left outside his 
Palermo apartment, a dear mes- 


sage that the former mayor’s ene- 
mies are on to him and can strike 
when they want, be says. 

Mr. Orlando has had to give up 
his rented apartment in Rome 
and move into a spartan police 
barracks with his wife and chil- 
dren, just as Falcone did in the 
months before he died. Mr. 
Orlando’s armed escort has been 
stepped up to four cars and a 
rnmnnnm of five men who guard 
him night and day. The Interior 
Ministry has put a helicopter and 
eVcn a speedboat at his disposal 
so he can move more safely. He 
describes his life as feat of a 
“rabbit, paralysed by the head- 
lights of a car. * Mr. Orlando has 
had to give up virtually all his 
social life and many of his public 
engagements, including visiting a 
youth camp held recently in Sicily 
and dedicated to fee theme of 
fighting fee Maifa. 

Every day, his escort 
their charge's route to work 
colour, type and number plate of 
the vehicles they use. even the 
personal code by which Orlando 
is known to the security forces — 
a precaution against interception 
of security arrangements by a 
able “mole” inside fee police 


changes 
ork. the 


Instead of making appoint- 
ments, as he race did, Mr. Orlan- 
do now decides at the last minute 
where he will go, and now he mil 
get there. “For example, not so 
long ago I bought an air ticket for 
Palermo, be said. “But mice I got 
to Fiumicmo (Rome airport), I 
changed my flight and at the last 
minute I went to Trapani in- 
stead.” 

Another likely Mafia target is 
former magistrate Giuseppe 
Ayala, who buried his two best 
friends in the past two months. 
At Giovanni Falcone’s funeral on 
May 25, he helped cany the 
coffin into the church, acting as 
pall-bearer alongside Falcone's 
other greatest friend, Paolo 
Borsellmo. On July 24, it was 
Borsellino's coffin he helped car- 
ry into the church. 

Mr. Ayala was one of fee first 
on the scene of the massive bomb 
explosion which killed Boiselli- 
no. His own apartment is just a 
few blocks away. Now. some of 
his most treasured possessions 
are snapshots, of a trip to Egypt 
which snows himself, Falcone and 
Falcone’s wife Francesca — also 
killed in the attack on her hus- 
band — and another which shows ~ 
Mr. Ayala, Falcone and Borselli- 
no. dressed in T-shirs and smiling 
broadly during a rare moment of 
relaxation on a business trip to 
Rio de Janeiro. 

Mr. Ayala was public prosecu- 
tor during the mass trial against 
475 suspected mafiosi which 
started in 1986. He worked close- 



Leolnca Orlando — a prime target for assassination 

(World News Link photo) 


from both. Now, as one of fee 
last of the original anti-Mafia 
team to remain alive, Mr. Ayala 
has no illusions about fee danger 
to his own life. There have been 
threats in the past and more 
recently. Mr. Ayala has left his 
job as magistrate to enter politics 
for the small but influential Re- 
publican Party which, like Mr. 
Orlando's La Rete, calls for a 
strong line against fee Mafia. But 
even though he is no longer a law 
official, he remains a risk to the 
Mafia, for his encyclopedic know- 
ledge on the subject and his 
determination to avenge his dead 
friends. 

Mr. Ayala is dangerous be- 
cause, like Mr. Orlando, he says 
what he thinks and doesn't care 
whom he offends. He says new 
anti-Mafia measures unveiled last 
week by fee government are too 
weak. “They are not enough,” he 
said. “We need to change the 
political system because yon can’t 
beat the Mafia just by bringing in 
special laws.” 

Popular with the Italian peo- 


ple, especially the young, Mr. 
Ayaia was the only political fi- 
gure able to restore calm during 
fee angry scenes inside the church at 
fee funeral of Borcellino’s five body- 
guards. Outside the chucch, there 
were banners demanding he be 
made interior minister. His name 
has also been put forward for the 
job of heading the Superprocura, 
a new office which will Be exclu- 
sively devoted to stamping out 
organised crime. 

If Mr. Ayala gets the job, tiu 
dangers be already faces will soar 
dramatically. Both Falcone and, 
after his death, Borsellino, were 
tipped to fill fee new post. 

Mr. Ayala, a tall slim man and 
— like his two dead friends, 
Sicilian born and bred — tries to 
be philosophical about fee risks 
he runs. “For some time now. 
I’ve come to the conclusion that 
it’s useless to have a large escort 
with several cars,” he said. “In 
fact, I travel alone with just one 
armor-plated car and two body- 
guards" — World News Link. 
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Cuban boxers wind up strong showing 


Barcelona *92 

Q$?P 


BARCELONA (AP)— The Un- 
ited States and Germany won six 
gold medals each, while Cuba 
. won four of the day’s six boxing 
finals. 

Cuba has four more men fight- 
.ing for gold Sunday, the games’ 
final day. 

- _ The Americans did it Saturday 
Tin track, basketball, tennis and 
.boxing. 

The Germans in track and field, 
canoeing, kayaking and men’s 
field hockey. 

It was just an average night for 
basketball’s "dream team” 117 
points and another blowout vic- 
tory. 

Another dream show came on 
the track, as the United States 
smashed two world records — 
one of thegp24 years old — and 


gave Carl Lewis his eighth Olym- 
pic gold medal. 

On the te nnis court, it was 
more like a five-hour nightmare 
for Switzerland’s Marc Rosset, 
antO he finally prevailed over 
home favourite Jordi Arrese for 
the Olympic men’s singles title. 

Rossefs gold Saturday was his 
nation's first at a summer Olym- 
pics since 1980. 

With six boxing and four other 
gold medals remaining to be de- 
cided Sunday, the Unified Team 
of Conner Soviet athletes led the 
medals standings with 109, in- 
cluding 45 gold. The United 
States, with few medal chances 
remaining, had 105 and 37. 

Germany had moved well 
ahead of China in the battle for 
third-78 and 30 to 54 and 16. 

Host Spain, with victories 
Saturday in soccer, 3-2 over Po- 
land, and the men's 1,500-metre 
run. had 13 golds. Three nations 
had 11 each — South Korea. 
Hungary and Cuba. 

The team of top American 
professional basketball players 
beat Croatia 117-85 in the gold- 
medal game. But it was the 
closest of their eight games here, 


in which they averaged 1173 
points. The average victory mar- 
gin was 43.8. 

Equally impressive was the vic- 
tory margin in tire men's 1;600- 
metre relay — about 40 metres by 
the quartet of Andrew Valmon, 
Qaincy Watts, Michael Johnson 
and Steve Lewis. 

Their time of 2 minutes, 55.74 
seconds broke a world record of 
2:56.15 set in 1968 and tied in 
1988, both times by Americans. 

The real battle was for the 
silver medal, with Cuba edging 
Britain 239.51 to 239.73. 

Watts already hand gold from 
the men’s 400-metre race. 

In the 400-metre relay, anchor 
runner Lewis lengthened the 
Americans* lead from about one 
stride to six meters. 

The quartet, also inducting 
200-metre gold medalist Mike 
Marsh, Leroy Burrell and Dennis 
Mitchell, finished in 37.40 
seconds, breaking the world mark 
of 37.50 set by a U.S. squad at 
last year’s World Qmmpionships. 

Nigeria finished second in 
37.98 and Cuba third in 38.00. 

"When you have a ‘dream 
team* in, front of yew, it’s easy," 


Tennis winners battle talent, 
crowds and royal inspiration 


BARCELONA (AP) — Swiss 
Marc Rosset and Americans Gigi 
and Mary Joe Fernandez of the 
United States had to overcome 
Spanish opponents, a hostile 
hometown crowd, hot weather 
and royal inspiration to win their 
tennis gold. 

The unseeded Rosset won the 
men’s singles title by outlasting a 
hostile crowd and Barcelona na- 
tive Spaniard Jordi Airese 7-6 
(7-2), 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 8-6 Saturday. 

On the same day, the Fernan- 
dez duo (no relation) overcame 
the same hometown crowd and a 
royal reception to beat Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and Conchha 
Martinez, also Barcelona natives, 
7-5, 2-6, 6-2. 

‘ “A couple of times, even in the 
first two sets, I was very dose to 
defaulting," Rosset said. “1 
wanted to stop, go in the locker 
room, take a shower, be quiet 
and drink a coke. 

“It was a long, touch match,” 
be said. “There’s no way yon can 
stop in a big tournament Kke 
this.” 


A crowd of about 7,000 jeered 
Rosset and rooted wildly for 
Arrese. When the Barcelona na- 
tive began his comeback in the 
third set, fans responded with 
singing, applause and chants of 
“Jor-Di, Jor-Di." 

“The crowd was very tough for 
me sometimes,” Rosset said. 
“When they say, ‘you’re going to 
lose, you’re going to lose,’ it’s 
tough on your concentration.” 

T-gflrtmg 4-2 in the final set, 
Rosset did double-fault on break 
point. The crowd responded with 
a gleeful standing ovation. 

Arrese won the next game to 
tie the set at 4, and both players 
held serve until the final game, 
when Rosset put away a forehand 
volley to reach deuce. Rosset 
won the next two, long hard 
points. 

In the fourth set, with Rosset 
wilting in the sun, donds rolled in 
and the temperature quickly fell. 

“I couldn’t move,” : Rosset 
said. “I was not feeling so well, 
Then in the fifth set, the weather 
was 1 not so warm.” 


The Swiss boomed serves and 
took a 6-5 lead in the final set by 
serving three consecutive aces, 
for a final total of 33. 

In the women’s doubles. 
Americans Fernandez and Fer- 
nandez faced the crowd and royal 
inspiration when beating Spa- 
maids Sanchez Vicario arid Mar- 
tinez. 

Inspired by the entrance of 
Spain’s King Juan Carlos and 
Queen Sofia early in the second 
set, the top-seeded Spaniards 
won six straight games to take a 
1-0 lead in the final set. But after 
Sanchez Vicario held serve to 
even it at 2-2, the U.S. team won 
four consecutive games to win the 
match. 

The Barcelona duo took a 3-1 
lead in the first set. But die 
second-seeded Americans broke 
Martinez at love to mak e it 3-3 
and won the set on an overhead 
by Gigi Fernandez that broke 
Sanchez in the 12th game. 

It was die second medal for 
Mary Joe, who shared the bronze 
with Sanchez Vicario in singles. 


said Lews, who earlier won gold 
in the long jump. 

“After the worst month of my 
life competitively, I could sever 
imagine the Olympics ending 
with two gold medals and a world 
record. It’s incredible,” be said/ 
referring to his failure to qualify 
for the U.S. team in the 100-and 
200-metre dashes. A sinus infec- 
tion had slowed him during the 
American trials in June. 

Rosset, suffering from the heat 
and the taunts of the crowd, said 
be persevered even though “a 
couple of times, even in the first 
two sets, I was very close to 
defaulting- 1 wanted to stop, go in 
the locker room, take a shower, 
be quiet and drink, a coke.” 

He found one shortcut: Serving 
33 aces in his 7-6 (7-2), 64, 3-6, 
4-6, 8-6 triumph. En route to the 
final, the unseeded Rosset had' 
beaten four seeds. 

Top ranked Jim Courier, 
Wayne Ferreira, Eurico Sanchez 
and Goran Ivanisevic. 

In the women's track relays, 
Evelyn Ashford led tire Amer- 
icans to victory in the 400, but-tiie 
Unified Team beat the Amer- 
icans in the 1,600. 

Gwen Torrence, the 200-metre ' 
gold medalist, passed Irina. Priva- 
lova of the Unified Team cm the 
final leg and the Americans won 
by .05 seconds in 42.11. 

Torrence then joined in the 
1,600 relay, where the pattern 
was reversed. The Unified 
Team’s Olga Bryzgina passed 
American Rochelle Stevens on 
the final straight and her quartet 
won by .72 seconds in 3:20.20. 

Germany's two trade and field 
winners were Heske Henkel in 
the women’s hi gh jump and Die- 
ter Dammam, who sprinted past 
ibe leaders in the last 60 metres in 
the men's '5,000. 

Spain’s Fennin Cache also 
used a strong finishing kick to win 
the men’s 1,500 metres. 

But Spain had to settle for 
another tennis silver in the 
women’s doubles. Americans 
Mary Joe Fernandez and Gigi 
Fernandez (no relation) beat 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and 
Conchita Martinez. 

Germany won three of Satur- 
day’s six canoe and kayak races. 
Australia, Bulgaria and Hungary 
won the others. 

Germany beat Australia 2-1 for 
the men’s field hocky gold. 

In team handball, the Unified 
Team beat Sweden 22-20 for the 
men’s gold and South m Korea 
downed Norway 28;&n4tanJfee 


women’s. 

The United Team's Alexandra 
Timoshenko won the gold in all- 
around individual rhythmic gym- 
nastics. 

Brazil’s mm won their coun- 
try’s first Olympic gold in vol- 
leyball, defeating the Nether- 
lamb in three straight sets after 
marching undefeated into the fin- 
al 

Brazilian fans waving green- 
and-ycilow national flags mobbed 
the team on the court and cele- 
brated in the stands after the final 
point. 

It was the second Olympic sti- 
ver medal for Dutch coach Arie 
Sehnger, who led U.S. women to 
second place at the 1984 games. 
The Dutch were in their first 

final 

The United States settled for 
the bnupse medal with a come- 
from-behind 3-1 victory over 
Cuba. Brazil ended the U.S. 
team’s shot at a third consecutive 
gold medal in Friday’s semifinals. 

But Cuba won three of its four 
boxing Sunday, to 

its four gold medals Saturday for 
a total of seven. Its previous best 
was six gold medals at the 1980 
Olympics in Moscow that were 
boycotted by the United States; 
West Germany and Japan. 

Equestrian 

Germany’s Lodger Beerbaum 
rode Classic Touch on two fault- 
less rides to win the gold medal in 
individual jumping Sunday with a 
perfect score of 0.0. 

Piet Raymakers of the Nether- 
lands, riding Ratina Z, had two 
dear rounds, but did not finish 
tile' second in the allowed time 
and received a 35 penalty, still 
good enough for silver. 

Norman Dello Joio of the Un- 
ited States got the bronze aboard 
his 11-year-old gelding Irish. De- 
lta Joio was faultless over the first 
course in the morning, and sent 
only one bar tumbling in- the 
afternoon competition, for a 
score of 4.75 on the day. 

The morning round was run in 
a steady rain that made the 
course a sea of brown muck. 

“The rain tends to disrupt your 
concentration,” Beerbaum said. 
“The water on the ground tends 
to make the horses jump when 
they shouldn't. 

‘For riders wearing glasses, the 
problems were compounded by 
fogging lenses * and clipping 
spectacles. ■■ - . . t 


“It was good the horse <Sd not 
wear glasses,” said Hubert Bour- 
dy of France, who did. “It was a 
problem.” 

Italy defeated Spain 9-8 in 
overtime Sunday to win the Gold 
medal in Olympic water polo for 
die third time. 

Earlier, the Unified Team de- 
feated the United States 84 to 
win die bronze medal. 


No 1992-style dream team next 
time, pleads U.S. team chief 


BARCELONA (R) — U.S. 
Olympic team chief Leroy Wal- 
ker Sunday criticised the selec- 
tion process for die gold medal 
dream team of basketball stars 
and said he did not want a repeat 
at the Atlanta Games. 

- Walker said die choice of NBA 
professionals had left no room for 
Olympic hopefuls from American 
college basketball. 

- “I don’t want every youngster 
who has a dream of making the 
Olympic team to feel that be can’t 
do this unless be makes the 
NBA,” Walker, who is tipped to 
become the next president of the 
U.S. Olympic Committee, said. 

“I don’t warn it (the dream 
team) in Atlanta under the same 
set of circumstances. I don't want 
to disenfranchise every collegi- 
ate. 

The dream team, whose stars' 
include Magic Johnson, Michael 
Jordan and Lany Bird, were in- 
vited to play in the Olympics by 
a selection committee of the pro- 
fessional National Basketball 
Association (NBA) and the USA 
Basketball Federation. 

They strolled to gold when they 


overwhelmed Croatia 117-85 in 
Saturday’s final. 

Walker said be wanted U.S. 
Olympic basketball players 
selected by try-out so that 
talented collegiates and NBA 
players would “have some oppor- 
tunity to either make it or not 
make it. 

“I don’t believe that there 
aren’t some college players who 
could fit into this process and we 
could still have our best team,” 
Walker said. 

Boris Stankovic, head of 
FIB A, the International Basket- 
ball Federation which let profes- 
sionals into the Olympic tourna- 
ment, said the move would only 
benefit the spoil. 

“Our dream was to have the 
best basketball players in the 
world in the tournament. The 
interest is enormous,” be said. 

Walker, a retired chancellor of 
the predominantly blade North 
Carolina Central University, was 
the 1976 U.S. men’s Olympic 
athletics coach. 

He ran into controversy earlier 
at the games when he criticised 
the dream team for staying at a 


Ben Johnson involved in 
scuffle at Olympic Village 


five-star hotel and not experienc- 
ing the Olympic spirit of the 
Athletes’ Village. 

On Sunday he repeated that be 
was against professional teams in 
any sport. “It’s not the NBA, it’s 
a societal issue,” Walker said. 

“When I say Fm against un- 
equal treatment I'm against it 
because I lived through it and I 
know what it means,” he said, 
recalling discrimination against 
blacks before civfl rights. 


BARCELONA (R)" — Ben John- 
son, thrown out of the Seed 
Olympics for doping, scuffled 
with a security guard at the 
Athletes’ Village in Barcelona 
Sunday, the Canadian team said. 

Team spokesman William 
Hersh said Johnson and the guard 
were. embroiled in a brief push 
and shove am test when the sprinter 
tried ta enter the village without 
the identity pass all accredited 
athletes must show. 


“There wasn’t a big scuffle. He 
just wanted to get in,” Hersh said 
when asked about the incident.” 
It wa& a matter of the guard 
saying ‘bey, you can’t come in* 
and then doing this,” be said, 
demonstrating a push to the 
shoulder. 

Hersh said a scuffle followed- 
but the matter was resolved when 
Johnson was issued with a village 
day pass. “He only went in for a 
short time and then left," he 
added. 


Medals table 

BARCELONA (R) — Olym- 
pics medals table on the 16tb 
and final of competition on 
Sunday (Tabulated: Gold, sil- 
ver, bronze): 

Tamil G S B 

CIS 

45 38 29 

United States 

37 34 35 . 

Germany 

32 21 2$ 

China 

16 22 16 

Cuba 

14 6 11 

Spain 

13 7 2 

Hungary 

'll 12 7 

South Korea 

12 5 12 

France 

8 6 IS 

Australia 

7 9 11 

Canada 

6 5 7 

Italy 

6 5 8 

Britain 

5 3 12 

Romania 

4 6 8 

Czechoslovakia 

4 2 1 

North Korea 

4 0 5 

Japan 

3 8 11 

Bulgaria 

3 7 6 

Poland 

3 6 10 

Netherlands 

2 4 7 

Kenya 

2 4 2 

Norway 

2 4 1 

Turkey 

2 2 2 

Indonesia . 

2 2 1 

Greece 

2 0 0 

Sweden 

1 7 '4 

New Zealand 

14 5 

Finland 

12 2 

Denmark 

114 

Morocco 

112 

Brazil 

110 

Ireland 

110 

Ethiopia 

10 2 

Algeria 

1 0 1 

Estonia 

1 0 1 

Lithuania 

10 1 

Switzerland 

1 0 1 

Jamaica 

0 3 1 

Nigeria 

0 3 1 

Latvia 

0 2 1 

Austria - 

0 2 0 

Nambia 

0 20 

South Africa 

0 2 0 


Croatia 

.0.1 

Iran • ms 

0*1 2 

Yugoslavs 

OM 

Israel 

0 12 

Mexico 

0 1 1 

Peru 

0 1. 0 

Taiwan 

0 10 

Mongolia 

0 0 0 

Slovenia. 

0 0 2 

Argentina 

0 0 1 

Bahamas 

0 0 1 

Colombia 

0 0 1 

Ghana 

0 0 1 

Malaysia 

0 0 1 

Pakistan 

0 0 1 

Philippines 

0 0 1 

Purto Rico 

0 0 1 

Qatar 

0 0 1 

Surinam 

0 0 1 

Thailand 

0 0 1 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY AUGUST ^ ^ ; 

By Thomas S. Poison, Astrologer, CsrtoH Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Stick to make big 
o flic formal and conventional gaining then for sometime 
ndav and tonluht otherwise you come. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Stick 
to tiie formal and conventional 
today and tonight otherwise you 
coukl get involved m some situa- 
tion where a considerable amount 
of deception by self or others is a 
huge factor. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
" You have tome briffiant idem for- 
putting your special • aptftndm 
across and you will be able to gee 
some experts to give you a hand in 
so doing. , 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever you want to change and 
improve at your residence can be 
done with a flare and so that it can 
last for a considerable period of 
time to come. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June21) You 

can find the right word, phrase or 
sentence, to get your messages 
across to those with whom you 
want to make a good impression so 
be articulate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Expand your conscious- 
ness to see yourself having a grea- 
ter abundance and to spare than 
yon have had. for sometime as yon 
now can obtain such. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
ideas are excellent, your nature 
magnanimous, your thoughts clev- 
er jo utilise all of these to your 
fullest advantage today, tonight. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think about the various inti- 
mate aims that most compel you to 
action and you have a good chance 


r ran A ; (September 23 to October 
22) Think about what you can do 
to contact as many friends and; 

acquaintances as possible and en-. 
joy mutual pleasures and a sense of- 

humor with them. 

SCOBJTCh (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day when you are able to 

so handle outside conditions that 
tou can impress conventional and 
unconventional bigwigs to give you 
their backing. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Be more open- 
minded to new opportunities off all 
kinds that are now awaiting your 
acceptance and you can greatly add 
to your development. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 

January 20) Think about what you 
can do to have considerable more 
business success by some unusual 
drcomstances you can combine 
with your routine activities. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- , 
ary 19) Ail kinds of interesting 
opportunities through other per- 
sons some into the open so that 
you will be able to make rapid 
progress to harmony. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You now have the opportunity 
to complete whatever ’ arrange- 
ments already begun or to start 
new ways to make your surround- 
ings very comfortable ahd effi- 
cient. 


THE BETTER HALF* 


By Harris 



“There’s a lot of scar tissue. One of 
your old girlfriends must’ve stomped 
on- your heart pretty hard!” - 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
■ ty y Hand Arnold and’Bob ^se 


Unscramble than four Jumbtea, 
onvtattartpaach square, to torm 
four anflnvy words. 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the Burprtee answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


AwWBrAare; MAKE 


Yesterday’s 


My life has 
been one of 
constant 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GUISE CLOUT SINFUL HANDLE 
Answer The cure for love at first sight — 

SECOND SIGHT 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
« TANNAH WRSCH 
01991 Trtm nut Saras. Inc. 


PICTURE PERFECT 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 10 8 6 5 4 
<?AQ 

0 A 

*Q963 

WEST EAST 

«AJ *K73 

<? 2 9 10 0 7 5 

0 10 878520J94 
*4872 + A54 

SOUTH 

*92 

7KJ8643 
0 KQ3 

• K 10 

TJ* bid din g: 

South West North East 

1 9 Paae 1 * Pass 

2 P am A V Pass 


Opening lead: Two of * 

The jfrpMrfrrtff between a good de- 
(jgmr and enterprising defenders is 
trbat rah* bridge such an exciting 
pone. Witness this hand. 

On tiria aeqnence. South’s heart 
bid promised a six-card siriL With a 
eight-card major fit and the 
rabies for game. North w asted no 
in getting to the aptimtm 

contract 

gBt won the dub opening lead 
,&h the ace and made the obvious 


shift to a low spade. West took the 
ace and continu e d with the jack. 
Hie spotlight was now on declarer. 

Barring an evil trump break, it 
would seem Sooth must make the- 
reat of the tricks. However, declarer 
did not relish East winning this 
trick, for a third spade from that 
aide could devastate the North- 
South trump bolding, so declarer 
made the fine play of a low spade 
from dummy — if West retained the 
lead, declarer could probably elafa* 1 
the rest * 

East was uow in the catbird seat 
Obviously, if declarer had any ride- 
suit losers, covering the jack of 
spades with the queen would have 
set up the spade suit as a source of 
di scards. The only reason for not 
doing so had to be that declarer Had 
no other losers, so the setting trick 
had to come from the trump suiL 

Once the problem was recognized, 
the solution became obvious. East 
overtook the jack of spades with the 
king and returned a spade. Had the 
game been played wife glass cards, 
declarer would have known to ruff 
low. Since feat was not the case, 
declarer made fee normal play of 
mffingwife fee jack, and Bast’s ten 
of trumps was promoted to the set- 
ting trick. 



wTmwntraw 5 Prayer beads 

« Sad news report 6 R to be tied 

94 PasifW wnnUy 8 BjypOan cams 
ptamp ■ 9 Struck angitoy . 

KISSES' 

„ w# *onalri? IT Bog 
56 Type of beer or 12 Indgo source 
cellar . 13 Tears 

58 Green Mountain ft TNT part 

BpysJwder 22 Please neatly 

59 A— should 25 Archaic wV 
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W 28 — beam 

29 Name In 

ft Hot hard pubBsHna 
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38 Bovine name 
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Premier says Russia must help itself 


) MOSCOW (R) — Prime Minister 
j Yegor Gaidar has said Russia 
! most fight hard to avert raxmomic 
! coUapseand could not rdy entire- 
;ly on the West for salvation. 

■_ “We have to understand that 
’any form of credit is only a prop 
:for onr domestic policy. If our 
^internal policy is irr e sponsi ble, 

/these props won’t help ns" 

■Gaidar said in a television inter- ■ sia's .reforms since, 
jview broadcast on Saturday. . in 

Gaidar, pnder increasin g press? 

;ure from conservatives to rein hi 
■his fi nanci al reforms and shore op 


large state enterprises, said the 
im pe tu s for reform most come 
from within. 

Tire international 'Monetary 
Fund (IMF) laid week approved a 
first tranche Sl-bOlioQ loan for 
Russia and the World Bank: (WB) 
freed. $600 million as part of a ■ 
huge aid effort. • 

who. has .steered Rus- . 

es were 
ary,- said 
tbc IMF loan would .he. used 
.primarily, ta boild the country's 
foreign currency reserves. 
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(August 3-Angiist 7,1992) 

- Exc han g e rates fluctuated within narrow margins throughout 
last week, as trading remained subdued and overly quiet The 
dollar ended the week sHgbtly lower against European curren- 
cies, but marginally higher against the yen. 

The dollar was barely changed Monday as trading volume 
declined in what was described by market participants as a 
"typical quiet summer market” The release of a bah* of U.S 
economic reports during the week failed to inspire traders who 
remained persistently side-fined ahead of the release of the U.S. 
July employment report at the end of the week. v 

Technical adjustments Wednesday, on the other hand, 
poshed the U.S. unit to its highest levels of the week « g*twd 
European currencies. The dollar, thus, ended at 1,4815 marks 
and 1.9075 dollars to the pound sterling. 

Teh dollar slid Thursday and again Friday, ending the week at 
its lowest levels of the week. 

Friday’s decline materialised cm the release of a disappointing 
July U.S. employment report. The economic data reported a 
rise in non-hum payrolls by 198000 in July, and by 123000 after 
adjusting for seasonal factors. Unemployment, in torn, had 
eased to 7.7% from 7.8%. 

While the figures were actually in line with expectations, they 
nevertheless, confirmed the notion that the rate of economic 
recovery in the U.S. was still modest, and that an interest rate 
cut was stiD a possibility. Profit taking on long dollar positions 
hence ensued, despite a pro-dollar intervention by the govern- 
ment 

Observers were, however, sceptical about the purpose behind 
the intervention, explaining that it was bound to foil in such a 
thin market that lacked effective participation. Their scepticism 
was enforced by the Bundesbank president’s earlier comments, 
-in which he implied that there was no target dollar/mark level, 
and that the previous central banks intervention July 20, was 
only aimed at cou n tering a disorderly market. 

As for next week, the majority of market participants expect 
the dollar to continue its down trend. A breach of 1.46 marks 
resistance level was not ruled out. 


Nnr York dating Katas 
US. Doitor 


*S* 


Currency 

31/7/92 

Qm .v 

7 ft/92 

Close; ; _ 

rciiui- 

' Change 

Sterfi£g Pound - " 

^Laziyr"- 


~0.10l . 

DcflUct* Mark 

£.4745 ... 

1.4668 - 


Swiss Franc 

1.3160 

1.3 140 

0.15k 

French Franc 

4.9000 

4.9585 

. 0.43t 

Japanese Yen 

127.10 

127.50 

10-301 


USD far STG 


Iwro-Cww w cy bttnot 


Currency 

3I/7/9Z . 

7 18192 j 


Mr* (%) 

MM f%J 

l%! 

U.S. DoUar 

3.31 

3.68 

3. 25 

3.62 

Sterling Pound 

10.06 

10.31 

10.00 

10.31 

Deutsche Mark 

9.68 

9.75 

9.62 

9.62 

Swiss Franc 

8.38 

8.25 

8.83 

8.25 

French Franc 

10.09 

JO. 31 

9.93 

10.25 

Japanese Yen 

4.06 

3.81 

4.06 

3.75 


Interbank bid Ttr 


, rtndio tJL IMm 1 .MUM or cqoMML 


of Jordan 


9/8/92- 


Currency 

Bid 

tttkr 

U.S. Dollar 

.668 

.670 . 

Sterling Pound 

1.2877 

1.2941 ' 

Deutsche Mark 

.4547 

.4570 

Swiss Franc , 

.5079 

. .5104 

French Franc 

.1346 

.1353 

Japanese Yen 4 

.5232 

.5258 

Dutch Guilder 

.4035 

.4055 

Swedish Krona 

.1252 

.1258. 

Italian Ura 4 

.0601 

. 0604 

Belgian Franc 

.02209 

.02220 


“This money will make it possi- 
ble for ns to speak more calmly 
with our creditors. Now, at last, 
we are coming out of a situation 
when our great country fived 
without currency reserves.”., 

"Potentially (these Icons) are a 
great contribution to the sta bilisa- 
tion. of- the rouble, ” be added. 

Russia has assured the West it 
plans to cut spend in g to meet 
creditor’s and donors’ demands 
after the IMF approved a loan on 
Wednesday.. ^ . 

Gaidar reinforced this mes- 
sage. “They (the funds) won't be 
squandered, m any case. I won’t 
allow this while 1 am in. office,” 
he told -Russian Television. 

Russia needs Go keep its budget 
deficit under five_ per cent of 
Gross National Product (GNP) if 
it is to receive further casfi from 
the IMF. 

Extra spending plans ordered' 
by parliament would inflate the 
defeat to 10 per cent, bat Econo- 
mics -Minister Andrei Nechayev 
has pledged to enforce the five 
per cent firm. 

Russia, in transition after de- 
cades of Communism to a free- 
market economy, launched its 
reform programme in January, 
freeing prices and promising to 
sell off big state-owned firms. 

■ But Gaidar- and President Boris 
Yeltsin are now under pressure 
from conservatives, backed by 
state enterprise director, to spare 
larger factories from privatisa- 
tion. Yeltsin could be tempted to 
compromise for fear of social 
tensions that could follow wide- 
spread unemployment. 

Production has already -fallen 
14 per cent this year. 

Nechayev told Trad Newspap- 
er on Thursday he expected the 
economy to stabilise by the mid- 
dle of next year. Then the recov- 
ery would start. 


Ethiopia’s 

economy 

declines 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 
— Ravaged by the civil war that 
ended last year, Ethiopia’s eco- 
nomy shrunk by 1-5 per cent in 
each of the past two years in one 
of the world’s poorest countries, 
a parliament com m ittee says. 

In a report published Friday, 
the Economic and Social Com- 
mittee of the Conned of Repre- 
sentatives said die economy de- 
clined by 1-5 per cent each year. 

The report said the decline and 
a 3. per cent population growth 
"reduced appreciably” the esti- 
mated $170 annual per capita 
income and figures show a 
worsening standard of living. 

The report was presented to 
parliament during Thursday’s de- 
bate on the Hom of Africa na- 
tion’s 1992-1993 budget. 

Ethiopia's financial year begins 
in July, but legislators approved 
the budget late. 

Nearly 50 per cent of the 5.9 
birr billion ($2.7 bilfion) budge t«is 
for capital expenditure and most 
of it expected from foreign 
sources. 

The government has already 
obtained $13 bilfion from inter- 
national lending institutions and 
Western nations to rebuild the 
economy. 

The 17-year-old cml war, which 
ended in May 1991, with the 
ouster of President Mengjstu 
Haile Mariam, left an empty 
treasury, and most schools, 
roads, bridges, clinks and factor- 
ies destroyed. 

The report gave no forecast, 
but officials say a shortage of 
foreign exchange has hindered 
imports of raw materials, spare 
parts and machinery this year. 
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^Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 




V.l. WARSHAWSK 

Shows: 3JO.&4SA30.HM0 




Cinema : Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 




Um Naked Gan 2 % 
Um Saudi off Fur 

Shows: 12:30, 3-JO, 6:15. 830, 1030 




Special shows for children at 11 am. Thursdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 


Tel: 675571 

NtibO AI Mahini Theatre 





at 6:00 p.m. dally 

Shahrazad and Sinbad play 

A quiet comedy tor all membereof 
the family (adults and kjds). Prior 
reservation Is needed. 

The next show Is: . 

(Taa* Waqapw 


z 


Tel: 625155' 


AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and HisKam 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

“Aldan Mew 7 World and Local 
Orders" 

Shoe* dart* at 9 pjs. 



Like corrosive acid works On metal, 
debt eats away at U.S. economy 


WASHINGTON (R) — Debt 
eats slowly into America’s fibre. 


away money for new 
investments, much the way a 
corrosive arid works on metaL 

Not since 1969 has « U.S. 
gov ernm ent balanced its spend- 
ing and its income. In the 23 years 
once, a flood of debt has been 

It now totals $3, 906, 487, 000, 
000. That is S3 S trillion. 

It is beginning to stir anger 
among those who could someday 
be asked to pay up. Signs are 
emerging of an organised effort 
to pr e s sure poKcy-makcre into 
snumchrng the flow of red ink. 

"We’re asking our political 
leadership to either do what it 
takes to fix the critical problems 
faring this country or get out of 
public office and let somebody 
else try,” declared 29-year-rid 
Rob Nelson last year. 

Co-founder of a group called 
"Lead ... or Leave,” Nelson is 
urging Americans aged 18 to 30 
to make an issue out of debt that 
candidates for public office In the 
November 3 presidential elec- 
tions will not be able to avoid. 

At a Washington rally and 
news conference last Wednesday, 


the youth group that inc l uded 
student political leaders from 
around foe country, was joined 
by fanner Democratic presiden- 
tial candidate Paul Tsongas and 
retiring Republican senator War- 
ren Rodman of New Hampshire. 

Debt soared during the 12 
years since 1980 in which Repub- 
licans have controlled the White 
House — eight of them with 
George Bush as Vice President 
Ronald Reagan and in the past 
four yean of Bush’s own pres- 
idency. 

Total accumulated debt at the 
start of the Reagan administra- 
tion in 1981 was about $709 bil- 
fion and it is beaded for about $4 
trillion — more than quadruple 
— by the end of this year. 

The total debt is the accumula- 
tion Of all the flTHinfll shortfalls 

between government spending 
and its income from taxes. In the 
current finan cial year alone, en- 
ding September 30, the annual 
deficit is forecast by the White 
House to hit a record $333.5 
bflHon. 

Democratic challenger Bill 
Clinton says he would reduce the 
deficit but puts special emphasis 
on job creation with national 
unemployment at 7.7 per cent in 


July. lobs generally cost money 
and might not be compatible with 
cutting deficit spending. 

Neither presidential candidate 
wants to talk about raising taxes, 
the government’s primary re- 
venue source, though Qmton has 
said he would do so for about the 
top two per cent of richest Amer- 
icans. 

Congress also is to Marne for 
the rising tide of red ink. Propos- 
als for controlling so-called “en- 
titlement” progr am mes — Kke 

Medicaid, Medicare and Federal 
Retirement — that contain auto- 
matic spending increases not sub- 
ject to government review gener- 
ally die a swift death on Capitol 

ran. 

Political lobby groups swiftly 
get into the army mien proposals 
for curbing such spending in- 
creases crane up for discussion 
and none has survived a Congres- 
sional vote. 

But even White House Budget 
Director Richard Darman warns 
the entitlement programmes 
“have taken over the budget’ 
and thwart effort to manage it, 

In the past 12 years, spending 
for entitlement programmes has 
risen nearly 40 per cent while 
discretionary spending on other 


domestic programmes, winch re- 
quire congressional ap p r o va l, has 
fallen about five per cent, the 
House Ap p r opria tions Commit- 
tee estimates. 

One nr gankatir wi that w ni gmo 

curbs on the debt. The National 
Association of State Auditors, 
Comptrollers and Treasurers, 
warns time is drawing short for 
some action. 

The Organisation of State Fis- 
cal Officers calculates that this 
year every man, woman and child 
in the United States is paying 
about $1,200 in teres t to cany the 
total debt, four times what they 
were paying in I960. And that is 
with dramatically tower interest 
rates than prevailed 10 years 
ago. 

“If the recent lower rates pro- 
duce annual interest burdens of 
$1,200 a person, what might then 
be if rates climbed back to their 
1981 highs?” Aries Robert Luth, 
comptroller of Nebraska and 
chairman of the Association's 
Task Force on Improving Finan- 
cial Management. 

In September 1981, the Federal 
Reserve board's trend-setting dis- 
count that affects all other in- 
terest rates was at 18 per cent. 
Now it is at 3 per cent. 


Hundreds of 
thousands flood China 
stock boom town 


SHENZHEN, China (R) — 
Clutching wads of cash and 
dreaming of overnight riches, 
hundreds of thousands of would- 
be capitalists from across China 
engulfed this southern boom 
town on Sunday for a slim chance 
of playing its new stock market. 

Exasperated police flailed 
away electric cattle prods, bambo 
canes and leather belts to try to 
control the huge sweat-soaked 
crowds which had gathered over 
two days outside 302 Shenzhen 
banks and brokerages, witnesses 
said. 

Shortly before 8 a.m. (2400 
GMT Saturday), when five mfl- 
fion stock market lottery tickets 
went op ‘-sale, wails' rose outside 
Sben2&fen% Bank of Qrina branch 
as the crush ofTxxfies churned 
against a barricade, of steel desks 
blocking the main doors. 

Only one in 10 of the 100 Yuan 
($18) coupons going on sale on 
Sunday will be selected by stock 
market officials, giving the lucky 
holders the chance to buy stock 
later this year. 

Police said one person died in a 
crash in the Shenzhen Special 
Economic Zone’s Dougin en Dis- 
trict on Saturday night and 
rumours circulated that a woman 
had been crushed to death else- 
where on the same day. 

Scores of investors overcome 
by tile 35 degrees Celsius heat lay 
in heaps at every distribution site. 
Hawkers were making small, for- 
tunes selling bottles of water and 
soda that people hurled to friends 
and relatives still in line. 

Local hospitals said many peo- 
ple had sought treatment for heat 
exhaustion but serious injuries 
were few. 

“If this is what you have to do 
to get rich in China, then I don’t 
want to get rich,” said Jonathan 
Chen, 24, a businessman from 
nearby Canton hired to Shenzhen 
by the stock fever. 

“Yon could call this issuing 
stock with Chinese characterise 
tics,” Chen said of the chaos, 
punning on patriarch Deng 
Xiaoping’s call for socialism with 
Chinese characteristics.” 

Deng’s slogan mark: possible 
the bold experiments with capi- 
talism in Shenzhen and else- 
where. 

One Shenzhen broker said: 
“Nobody wanted this fining-up 
method but stock market officials 
prevailed. I hope we don't have 
to go through this again next 


year. 

The two-day operation starting 
cm Sunday is to seQ application 
forms for “A” shares, reserved 
for Chinese citizens, to be issued 
in the 1992-93 financial year. 

Nationwide stock market fever 
has been fuelled by the meteoric 
rise in shares issued last year in 
Shenzhen and another infant 
bourse in Shanghai. Investors 
have seen returns of several hun- 
dred per cent. 

Despite the slim chances of 
winning the lottery, official media 
said hundreds of thousands of 
would-be investors had travelled 
from across China, eager to pay 
several weds’ wages for the 
coupons.. 

„ People who survived the 
sweltering heat arid perilous fines 
and bought coupons said they 
would do it again. 

“Of course it was worthwhile,” 
said Yu Jin bin, 25, a Guangdong 
Province utility worker bathed in 
sweat who tried in vain to keep 
Ms 10 coupons dry. 

“I bought them for everyone in 
my family. How could I see all 
these people getting rich like this 
and not tty to get in on it too?” 

Applicants had to present a 
personal identity card for each 
coupon purchased, with a limit of 
10. Many people formed village 
syndicates to buy up as many 
chances as they could manage. 

Thousands of more cautious 
Chinese gawked from beyond 
police lines fashioned from ropes, 
trees and even bicycles. Many 
said they feared that nepotism 
and corruption further trimmed 
the chances of actually getting 
any stock. 

“You’ve got a one-in-10 chance 
of buying anything but the chance 
itself is very expensive,” said a 
bystander named Zhang who 
scoffed at the get-rich-quick men- 
tality. “Even then, how many 
people are using back door con- 
nections?" 

Hundreds of officers from the 
People’s Armed Police, a branch 
of the army, seemed to relish the 
chance to eject people from the 
lines for minor slights, witnesses 
said. 

“This is totally unfair,*’ 
shouted a deeply tanned peasant 
from Zhejiang Province, bare- 
chested and shoeless, who was 
hurled from the line minutes be- 
fore the doors opened. 

“I waited all night for nothing. 
Look at me. Nothing but sweat 


Ear Rent In Ha El All 
Furnished or Unfurnished 

Ground floor apartment in a villa situated in a quiet area. Good 
overview, consisting of two bedrooms, kitchen, two bathrooms, 
salon/sitting and dining room, central heating and separate 
entrance. 

Please call 846654 dally between 3 p.m. and 9 pjn. 


FOR RENT 

(Fnlty Famished Deluxe Apartment) 

Two bedrooms, living room, family room, 
new carpet, quiet area, nice view. 

Tel. from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
816829. Um-Uthaina . 


Tough measures to 
improve Greek 
economy 


ATHENS (AP) — Economy 
Minister Stefanos Man os who 
took on the finance portfolio Fri- 
day, announced a tough package 
of measures designed to increase 
revenues and bring the country in 
line with its European Commun- 
ity (EC) partners. 

Within an hour of his addition- 
al appointment following a 
cabinet reshuffle, Manos 
announced sharp tax increases on 
bank deposits and fuel and the 
abolition of Greece's 36 per cent 
value added tax (VAT). 

“Parliament last week 
approved the Maastricht Treaty. 
We said yes to Europe ... The 
ticket for Maastricht must Repaid 
now,” Manos told reporters.- 

The ticket, he sad, was . an 
economic convergence plan .“de- 
signed to bring the country’s eco- 
nomy in line with its 11 EC 
partners. The new measures will 
set the stage for the plan, to be 
submitted for parliamentary 
approval in October. 

They include higher taxes on 
bank deposits from 10 to 15 per 
cent effeimve September and a 33 
per cent rise in fuel prices as of 
Saturday. 

The new measures also call for 
an increase on raw materials and 
industrial equipment from the 
minimum 8 per cent VAT to the 
maximum 18 per cent. The top 
rate of 36 per cent on items such 
as electronic consumer goods, 
tobacco and alcohol was abo- 
lished and replaced by 18 per 


cent. An 8 per cent VAT will be 
added to water bills for the first 
time. 

Manos said the price increases 
were expected to bring in re- 
venues of about 650 billion drach- 
mas ($3.42 billion) in 1992 and 
help plug an expected 200 billion 
drachmas ($1.05 bilfion) shortfall 
in budget revenues this year. 

Manos said the price increases 
would result in a short-term rise 
in inflation, wind) should be ab- 
out 15 pa cent by the end of the 
year. The government’s target 
was 12 per cent for 1992. 
j Inflati on was under 14 per cent 
m’Jnly, down from 18 per cent 
last year. 

The-government has been im- 
plementing a harsh austerity 
programme for the past two years 
by streamlining tire public sector 
and selling off debt-ridden state 
enterprises in an effort to cut 
public spending. 

“Our most important goal is to 
reduce the public debt. The Uk 
terest rate on the debt already 
eats up 40 per cent of tiro state’s 
revenues," Manos said. 

Greece must cut its public sec- 
tor debt from 140 per cent of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
last year to the Maastricht target ; 
of 60 per cent by 1997. 

“I am very optimistic. This- 
year we will have a primary sur- 
plus making up 15 per cent of* 
GDP and expect that to go up to 
7 per cent of GDP in 1993,” 
Manos said. 


Inflationary crunch 
feared in Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey is far 
from winning its battle with infla- 
tion, though sharply lower form 
prices are disguising underlying 
trends, businessmen and econom- 
ists say. 

“Yes, ‘vegetarian' inflation was 
marvellous in the first half, but 
the other figures are not appetis- 
ing,” the daily Sabah Daily com- 
mented on statements by State 
Minister Tansu Ciller that her 
anti-inflation policies were bear- 
ing fruit. 

Many businessmen and eco- 
nomists share Sabah’s scepticism, 
pointing to the seasonal impact of 
cheaper fruit and vegetables. 
They fear an inflationary crunch 
in the last four months. 

“The inflation rate will begin to 
rise after August when the impact 


of July price hikes will be seen,” 
said AtsJay Coskunoglu, head of 
the Istanbul Chamber of Trade. 

Annual consumer price infla- 
tion was unchanged at 65.8 per 
cent in July. Monthly inflation 
nearly tripled to 13 per cent from 
0.5 per cent in June, but was the 
same as in July 1991. 

Memduh Hadoglu, chairman 
of Istanbul's Chamber of Industry 
urged Prime Minister Suleyman 
Demirel’s nine-month-old coafi-. 
non government to maintain a 
policy of low lira devaluation and 
high interest rates to curb mfia-‘ 
tion. 

He expected inflation to ex- 
ceed 50 per cent by the end of the 
year. Demirel has promised to 
slash it to 42 per. cent. 


RENAULT FOR SALE 

Renault 21, 1990 model, auto transmission A/C f 
full options, excellent condition. 

Call tel: 792143 from 11 a.m.-1 p.m^ 5-7 p.m. 


A 3-bedrooms, 2-bathrooms, ground floor flat, with a big 
sitting and dining room, a nice garden, a garage and a 
private entrance. 

Location by the 4th Circle. 

Tel. No. 690484 betwen 9:30-18:00 


FOR SALE 

☆Sony Handycam video 8. 

☆Casio electronic musical keyboard model No. M.T. 750. 
☆Sony radio fulibrand receiver, LCD multi display. 

Please call 828101 Mr. Osama from 11 ajn.-8 pjn. 
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Karadzic offers to close camps ; 
heavy fighting in north Bosnia 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Hetzegovina (AP)— The leader 
:;of Bosnia's Serbs Saturday 
offered to dose all Serb detention 
; camps in an apparent attempt to 
. allay international condemna- 
tion. 


and the possibility of milit- 
ary intervention. 

But another Bosnian Serb offi- 
cial threatened "kamikaze mis* 
sions" against targets in Western 
Europe if the international com- 
munity intervened. 

Sarajevo was relatively quiet 
most of the day Saturday, but 
sbelling resumed in the evening. 
Heavy fighting also flared along 
Bosnia’s northern front, particu- 
larly along the Sava River border 
with Croatia. 

Serbs have made considerable 
gains in northern Bosnia in recent 
months after Croatia withdrew its 
forces to the 'border in the wake 
of Western criticism over its in- 
volvement in the Bosnian war. 

Outgunned Muslim and Croat 
forces have been trying, so for 
unsuccessfully, to retake the 
mainly Muslim areas occupied by 
the Serbs. 

President George Bush said 
Saturday that the international 
community has made no decision 
to use force to stop the fighting in 
Bosnia-Heizegovina or protect 
relief flights into Sarajevo. 

"We’re seeking authority to do 
whatever it takes to get the relief 
supplies in to Bosnia,” Mr. Bush 
said of efforts made by diplomats 
around the world. “We’ve got to 
stop the killing some way and I’m ■ 
not sure that can be done with 
more arms.” 

The president also denied there 
have been disagreements with 
U.S. allies on the possible use of 


military force to stop the suffer- 
ing. 

In the wake of world indigna- 
tion over revelations in newspap- 
ers and television this week of 
Muslim prisoners allegedly being 
beaten to death, raped and 
starved, Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic said he was 
ready to immediately hand over 
control of all detention camps to 
the Red Cross. 

He said he bad ordered the 
immediate release of ail sick and 
elderly prisoners and called for an 
“aJI-for-afl" exchange of prison- 
ers with Muslim-led forces in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

In a telephone interview, Mr. 
Karadzic said he was ready to 
close down all prisons under his 
control within three weeks, “if 
the other sides agree to do the 
same.” 

But Hajrudin Somun. aide to 
Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic, dismissed the offer as a 
smokescreen to cover up for 
further Serb abases in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

“Of course he has no intention 
of releasing anyone.” Mr. Somun 
said. “If he is seriooj. then let 
him release some of the people 
from the camps today and lift the 
seige of Gorazde,” in eastern 
Bosnia that has been under Serb 
siege for months. 

Another Serb leader, Aleksa 
Buha, foreign minister of the 
self-proclaimed “Serbian republic 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina,” told a 
news conference in Belgrade that 
volunteers outside Yugoslavia 
“have offered to participate in 
Kamikaze missions against Euro- 
pean targets in the event of West- 


ern aggression” against Serbs in 
Bosnia. 

“They would be prepared to 
attack nuclear powerplants 
throughout Europe,” Mr. Buha 
said. 

Some Western leaders have 
called for military intervention in 
Bosnia to stop the fighting, but 
President Bush and others have 
counseled caution on outside in- 
tervention. 

In Sarajevo, relief Sights, sus- 
pended Tuesday because of 
heavy fighting, resumed. After a 
mostly quiet day, shelling of the 
old town resumed and heavy 
fighting was reported around 
Vjsoko to the north West, where 
government forces have been 
trying to break the Serb siege of 
the city. 

Eight Ukrainian peacekeepers 
were injured in a mortar attack 
Friday evening. Sarajevo Radio 
reported 30 dead across Bosnia 
over the past 24 hours. 

In northern Bosnia, street bat- 
tles raged in Bosanska Gradiska 
on the Croatian border, Croatian 
Radio reported from the town. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency reported that Croa- 
tian forces had moved into north- 
western Bosnia near Bosanska 
Gradiska early Saturday. 

Croatian defence officials said 
the Croatian town of Slavonsld 
Brod, to the east came under 
heavy artillery and rocket fire 
from Serb-held positions in Bos- 
nia. 

Two people were killed and 
about 20 wounded, officials said. 

Fighting was also reported 
around Doboj to the south and 
Bihac, to the west. Sarajevo 
Radio also reported fighting 


around Gorazde and in Mostar m 
western Herzegovina. 

Serbs opposed to Bosnia's in- 
dependence have captured about 
two-thirds of Bosnia's territory 
since Muslims and Croats voted 
for independence on Feb. 29. 

The war has killed at least 
8,000 people, and up to 50,000 
according to some estimates. 
Tens of thousands more have 
been wounded and more than a 
million Bosnians have fled their 
homes. Some refugees have been 
forced into camps as part of 
campaigns to create ethnically 
homogenous areas. 

Most abuses have been blamed 
on Serbs, but Serb leaders say 
Muslims and Croats also have 


camps. 

The U.N. Security Council was 
considering backing the huma- 
nitarian effort with military mus- 
cle. The 15-member body was 
expected to hold consultations 
this weekend on the U.S. propos- 
al. 

It was unlikely the Council 
could pass a resolution before the 
middle of next week. Diplomats 
said Friday Council members dis- 
puted over bow much power 
U.N. troops should have. 

World leaders contend the na- 
ture of Bosnia's war — an ethni- 
cally based, guerrilla-sty] e con- 
flict — make it foolhardy for 
them to commit troops to end 
fighting, as popular opinion isn't 
for it and more deaths would 
result. 

Meanwhile more ttban 2,500 
Bosnians uprooted by ethnic war-', 
fare arrived in Germany Sunday, 
the last ba td/of Balkan refugees 
to be allowed in for' the time 
being. 


Azeris 

retake 

Armenian 


enclave 


Russia 
slices up 
armour 
under 
treaty 


WUENSDORF, Germany (AP) 
— Under the watch of American 
and other NATO monitors, Rus- 
sian troops Saturday began des- 
troying more than 2,000 
armoured vehicles to fulfil] a trea- 
ty reducing non-nuclear arms in 
Europe. 


Russia became the second 
country to start dismantling 
heavy weapons under the land- 
mark treaty on conventional 
armed forces in Europe. Ger- 
many began the same work last 
Monday. 

The treaty, signed in 1990, 
requires NATO and the former 
Warsaw Pact countries to dranan-. 
tie nearly 40,000 tanks, armoured 
vehicles, artillery pieces and war- 
planes in the next 40 months. 

'.The treaty provides for elabo- 
rate inspection procedures so the 
29 signing countries can check 
what weaponry other countries 
have and what they destroy. 

Nine NATO observers, includ- 
ing five U.S. soldiers and others 
from Belgium, Canada, Italy and 
Britain, moved into the massive 
Red Army base at Wuensdorf, 
about 15 miles south of BerHn, to 
monitor an assembly line-like 
process the Russians created to 
dismantle armoured personnel 
carriers and render them per- 
manently inoperable? 


Yeltsin aides accused 
of Soviet-style politics 


MOSCOW (AP) — A leading 
reform lawyer accused Boris 
Yeltsin's new Security Council of 
acquiring sweeping powers and 
operating like the former sha- 
dowy Soviet Communist potit- 
buro, a newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

“This dub possesses an excep- 
tionally wide sphere of interests 
and there is no effective form of 
control on its work,” Sergei 
Shakhrai told the Komsomois- 
kaya Pravda newspaper. 

Mr. Yeltsin authorised the 
formation of his Security Councfl 
in early June by issuing a “de- 
cree,” which did not need parlia- 
ment’s approval. The council has 
a mandate to set policy regarding 
Russia's defence, security and 
economy. 

Its session are dosed and deci- 
sions can be implemented by 
presidential decree, making the 
five-member council more than 
just an advisory body. It can in 
effect work like a parallel govern- 
ment uncurbed by a parliament 
that is often hostile to Mr. Yelt- 
sin. 


However, Mr. Shakhrai said he 
did not think the members of the 
Security Council represented 
potential new putsch leaders 
since they already have the power 
to make policy and the means to 
excute it. 

Members of the councfl indade 
Mr. Yeltsin and Vice-President 
Alexander Rutskoi, veteran de- 
fence Manager Yuri Skokov, who 
is secretary of the council. Prime 
Minister Yegor Gaidar, Defence 
Ministry Pavel Grachev and 
security chief Viktor Barramkov 
also attend. 

Mr. Shakhrai warned that 
although the Security Councfl 
could help further the reforms, it 
could also be used for the “res- 
toration of the previous feudalist 
kind of system.” 

At 36, Mr. Shakhrai is promin- 
ent among the new generation of 
young reformist politicians. He 
has warned of the danger of 
possible efforts by disgruntled 
nationalists and fascists to unseat 
Mr. Yeltsin. 


Indian 
police kill 
top Sikh 
militant 


Mr. Shakhrai. Mr. Yeltsin’s 
top legal adviser, said the group 
acts as a kind of “politburo,” a 
reference to the supreme body of 
the former Soviet Communist 
Party, which held final power and 
made all major decisions on run- 
ning the country. 

“If the August coup plotters 
had bad such a law on the Secur- 
ity Coundl and such a body really 
working, they wouldn't have had 
to use unconstitutional 
methods.” 


The Nezavisimaya Gazeta daily 
was blunter in its assessment of 
the new body. “The powers of 
the Security Coundl are unli- 
mited,” it said last month, calling 
the council the “new leading and 
guiding force of our sodety.” The 
phrase echoed a common Soviet- 
era slogan that referred to the 
role of the Communist Party. 

Nezavisimaya Gazeta said the 
real goal of the coundl under Mr. 
Skokov’s stewardship was to 
maintain Russia as a great milit- 
ary power active throughout the 
world. 


Canadian premiers to hold unity talks 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada's pro- 
vincial leaders will bold crucial 
unity talks Monday which could 
bury a separatist threat and satis- 
fy Quebec's demands for greater 
autonomy. 

The 10 premiers, including 
Quebec's Robert Bonrassa, wifi 
meet at Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney's summer retreat to 
thrash out differences on bow 

Canadians should be goveitoed. 

Failure of the constitutional 
reform talks would threaten 
national unity as Quebeckers pre- 
pare to vote on sovereignty in a 
referendum in October. 


It could also undermine Mr. 
Mulroney’s Conservative govern- 
ment, which was voted into office 
in 1984 with the’ support of 
Quebec and oil-rich Alberta, two 
provinces now at loggerheads 
over reform of Canada's Senate. 

A reform package agreed by 
English-speaking Canada on July 
7 after months of negotiations 
would entrench Quebec's status 
as a distinct sodety in the coun- 
try’s constitution. 

But in return, western pro- 
vinces led by Alberta want equal 
seats in an elected Senate to 
replace an appointed upper 
house; which is dominated by 
Ontario and Quebec, the most 
populous provinces with 17 of 
Canada’s 27 million inhabitants. 

“We cannot have Quebec join 
how and unravel the agree- 


us 


ment," Alberta Premier Don 
Getty told a news conference. 

“I will refuse to be part of any 
agreement that does not have the 
principle of the tripIe-E in it.” he 
added, referring to an equal, 
elected and effective Senate. 

Conservative members'of par- 
liament from Alberta, 'who are 
vital to Mr. Mulroney’s majority, 
warned that they could desert the 
government if it backs down on 
the proposed equal-seat Senate. 

Constitutional Affairs Minister 
Joe dark, a former prime minis- 
ter charged with resolving Cana- 
da’s decade-old political impasse, 
admitted for the first time this 

week that the July 7 deal may not 
be workable. 

Ill Quebec, Mr. Bourassa is 
under pressure from separatists 
and the youth wing of his party to 
reject the latest offers from 
English-speaking Canada and 
push ahead with the October 
referendum. 

The reform package proposes a 
major shift of federal powers over 
min i n g, forestry, tonrism, bous- 
ing, culture, recreation and urban 
affairs from Ottawa to the pro- 
vinces. 

It also includes constitutional 
recognition of the right of Cana- 
da’s 600,000 natives and In nits 
(Eskimos) to govern themselves 
within -five years. 

Aboriginal self-government is 
widely rejected by Quebeckers 
who fear that increasing na tive 


resistance to hydroelectric dam* 
wflj block energy exports to the 
United States, a mainstay of their 
depressed economy. 

The leader of the sep ar atist 
Parti Quebecois, Jacques 
Parizeau, Friday called for 
Quebec to withdraw from the 
talks and said only a vote os 
independence could puB Quebec 
out of economic stagnation. 

“Quebeckers want substantial- 
ly more powers for Quebec, but 
what do we get? A restructuring 
of die Senate and the addition of 
a third level of government for 
aboriginal peoples," be told re- 
porters.. 


Native leaders, who stand to 
lose substantial political gains 
they have made in the reform 
negotiations, fear Ottawa will 
give in to Quebec and sacrifice 
their interests. 

The Assembly of First Nations, 
whose grand chief Ovide Mercre- 
di called Mr. Bourassa an “Indian 
fighter" last week, plan to stage 
demonstrations at die talks. 

The previous attempt to 
accommodate Quebec’s de- 
mands, negotiated at the nearby 
Meech Lake, collapsed in 1990 
due in part to opposition by 
native groups. 

“Muironey is more indin ed to 
support Quebec than oar people 
because bis main concern is get- 
ting reelected,”' Chief Mercredi 
said. 


AMRITSAR, India (R) — Indi- 
an police killed another top Sikh 
militan t Sunday in another major 
blow to a separatist campaign 
that has cost thousands of lives. 

Senior police officials said 
Sokhdev Singh, chief of the Bab- 
bar Khalsa International militant 
group, was shot dead near the 
industrial Punjab city of 
Ludhiana Sunday morning. 

They said he was wanted in 
connection with some 1,000 kill- 
rags. 

Mr. Singh was the third leading 
Sikh militant lolled by police in 
less than two weeks. Like the 
others, he was found after a 
tip-off. 

Police said they knew Ma*. Singh 
was due to drive down in Dehlon 
Road near Ludhiana Sunday and 
moved to intercept him. He and 
another Sikh in tire car alongside 
him ignored an order to stop and 
police opened fire, they said. 

Mr. Singh was killed instantly 
but the other fled into fields and 
escaped. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Azerbaijani 
forces have recaptured two vil- 
lages that have been taken by* 
Armenian fighters and continued 
an offensive in the disputed en- 
clave of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
pus h i n g back the Armenian de- 
fenders. 

The Azerbaijani Defence 
Ministry said in a report carried 
by tire Baku-based Turan News 
Agency dial Azerbaijani units 
took control over the village of 
Mutudara, near the Armenian 
border and northwest of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Armenians captured the village 
after mounting a cross-border 
offensive into Azerbaijan on 
Thursday rrigti r 

On Saturday afternoon, Azer- 
baijani forces captured the near- 
by Armenian-populated enclave 
village of Artsvasben.'On Friday, 
Armenian units managed to 
establish a land corridor linking 
Armenia with Artsvasben. 

Armenia considers the village 
and its surroundings its own terri- 
tory within Azerbaijan, and. the 
Armenian Interior Ministry said 
that -“Azerbaijani army invaded 
the Armenian territory ... 
occupying about 46 square 
kilometres (18.4 square miles).” 
The Azerbaijani 'Defence 
Ministry co nfi r m ed that the vil- 
lage was taken and said in a 
statement carried by Turan that it 
served as an Armenian attack 
base. The Azerbaijani statement 
said the Armenians lost several 
dozen fighters killed as well as 
four tanks and two armoured 
personnel carriers, and retreated 
back across the border. 

' According to Armenian offi- 
cials, up to 18 Armenians were 
lolled and several dozen were 
wounded in Saturday’s fighting in 
the area. Three Armenians also 
have died in Azerbaijani shellings 
of Armenian border regions, 
especially the town of Goris. 

Armenian reports, meanwhile, 
said the Azerbaijanis also con- 
tinued to attack in the area of 
Mardakert in Nagorno-Kara- 
bakh, following an unsuccessful 
offensive which began Thursday. 
The fresh assault involved about 
18 tanks and some aircraft, the 
reports said. 

The Moscow-based Pro- Anne 1 
ilia News Agency said Armenian 
forces were pushed back from the 
hills overlooking the regional 
centre of Mardakert and that 
fighting raged dose to two key 
villages in the area. 

Nagorno-Karabakh parliament 
spokesman Gegam Bagdasaryan 
said Armenians had damaged an 
Azerbaijani MIG-25RB air c ra ft . 

He said the Azerbaijanis have 
lost at least 100 people killed 
during the offensive. 

In the overnight Azerbaijani 
shelling of the town of Martian 
and the village of Berdasben in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, three Arme- 
nians were killed and 12 people, 
ipdudmg women and children, 
were wounded, Mr. Bagdasaryan 
said. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japan urges support for PKO 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Master KBda hfiyazawe, at a ceremony 
msriring Nagasaki’s devastation by aa atomic bomb in 1945, 


sought support Sunday for his plans to send Japanese troops 
abroad for the first time since World War IL “We sow ha ve th e 
qualifications to make a contribution to world peace,” the prime 
minister said, assuring a crowd of 25,000 in the rebuilt city that 
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Japan would never again be an aggressor. “I am determined that 
Japan mil join other countries in order to create a peaceful and 
more prosperous world for the 21st century,' said Mr. Myazawa, 
dad in m ou rnin g Made, in an address televised nationwide. Five 
days after a U.S. plane dropped an atomic bomb on the southern 
port of Nagasaki on Aug. 9, Japan surrendered. It later 
renounced involvement in all overseas military endeavours. Now, 
almost five decades later, Mr. hfiyazawa is preparing to send 
soldiers to Cambodia as United Nations peacekeepers, a move 
that has stirred protests at home and promp ted some fears in Aaa 
abont Japan’s military ambitions. Hie bifl aDowmg troops to serve 
abroad, the -peacekeeping o p erat i on (HCO) ML was passed in 
mid-June after 20 months of bios debate. 


Man held in Russia to visit U.S. 


PETRICHI, Ukraine (R) — Michael Semko shared the fete of 
dozens of Americans held by Stalin’s security police in the heat of 
World War EL Now he wants to return to the country of his birth, 
which he left 70 years ago and feared he would never see again, to 
visit Ins parents’ grave. Mr. Semko is the first a ppa r ent success for 
a Russian government inquiry into Americans, largely of Slav 
origin, held in the former Soviet Union by C ommuni st rulers. His 
name was cm a list of 25 people who archives show could still be 
alive, many after serving long prison camp sentences. The 
73-year-old labourer, who lives in the Ukrainian village of 
Petridri, said: would Hke to see my parents’ grave, but I would 

like to go bade only with the whole family.” Despite speaking 
only Polish. Mr. Semko is known in the village as “Mike”. “We 
all know Mike,” said 13-year-old Yuri. “He's an American. He 
stayed here because be got married.” Asked what English he 
knew, Mr. Semko grinned and rattled off: “One, two, three, four, 
five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten.” 


Senate takes whack at SDI programme 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The Star Wars missile defence prog- 
ramme is running into serious trouble in the Senate for the first 
time, and some lawmakers say it may portend even deeper arts 
for U.S. President George Bush's 1993 Pentagon budget. In a 
49-43 vote late Friday, senators refused to kill an amendment 
c al lin g for $1 bflhon in additional cuts in. the Strategic Defence 
Initiative or SDI, tire formal name for Star Wars. The action came 
as the Senate worked on a $275 billion defence budget bill for tire 
fiscal year that begins on Oct. 1. Critics noted tt was the first time 
tire full Senate had voted to support a cut in SDI. It would put. the 
programme’s funding for the coming fiscal yearat $3J bflno o, far 
below the $5.4 billion Mr. Bush had sought. 


Dutch move toward scrapping draft 


AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (AP) — ■ After sweetening military 
conscription by allowing troops to unionise and wear ponytails, 
the Dutch are now considering the U.S. app roach: Soap the draft 
and build a leaner, more professional force. With a flashy ad 
campaign touting a new air corps, die government string to give 
the military a more glamorous and career-oriented image to 
attract recruits wanting to be all they can be. And there are calls 
to boost salaries. Despite opposition from commanders who say 
only the draft can fill the ranks, a government-commissioned 
report is expected to recommend next month that consc rip tion be 
abolished. The draft has infused the mrfitary with Dutch society’s 
liberalism and itt wariness of mflitary- power. 


MODI 


Russia reports 
one-third more 
crime than 1991 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia’s 
crime rate jumped more than 30 
per cent in the first months of this 
year, and organised crime is also 
on the rise, a top lawmaker grid, - 
“Ordinary criminals are forming 
an ever-doser alliance with cri- 
minals in the economic sphere 
and high-ranking officials at state 
institutions,” said Aslambek 
Aslakhanov, chairman of the Rus- 
sian Parliamentary Committee 
for Legality, Law mid Order and 
Anti-Crime Activities. Hjs com- 
ments were published by the daily 
’newspaper Nezavisimaya Gazeta. 
“Organised crime is developing,’’ - 
he added. “All this is taking place 
against the background of the 
striking inefficiency of laws.” Mr. 
Aslakhanov said lawmakers were " 
preparing a series of draft crime- 
fighting laws, particularly focus- 
ing on wtrite-collar crime and 
corruption, that will be cons- 
dered in the fall. “We must not 
linger,” he said. “The under- _ 
world is taking advantage of 
blank spots in our legislation.” 
Mr. Aslakhanov said that there 
were one-third more crimes com- 
mitted in the first four months of 
1992 than were committed in the 
same period last year. He added 
that authorities broke up 943 
criminal gangs last year, and that 
3,000 such groups continue to 
operate in Russia. Many of tire 
gang s have ties to groups in other 
regions or countries, he said. 


Japan leaders 
all going on a . 
summer holiday 


Rioting follotirs Canada rock concert 


MONTREAL (R) — A cancelled heavy metal rock music concert 
sparked outbreaks of arson, looting and vandalism by dis- 
appointed fens, the C a n a di a n press reported. More than 200 
belmeted police swinging chibs and firing tear gas chased rioters 
through sheets around Montreal’s Olympic Stadium after the 
concert by Guns ‘N* Roses and MetalUca was railed off. Anpy 
spectators started small fires in die stadium and wrecked seats 
before looting a stadium store sdHngsonvenira..Some uprooted a 
street light and rammed it through a plate glass door of die 
stadium and others ran into the souvenir store snatching baseball 
garb and raps. A number of people burned Guns. *N\ Roses 
T-shirts, witnesses said. There were also reports of stores on 
nearby streets being looted. “They’re breaking everything,” said 
police constable Claude Forget. The seU-out concert had been 
interrupted earlier by a minor explosion near the stage wbfle 
Metallira were performing. Lead singer James Betfield was taken 
to hospital and treated forsecondHdegree burns. The extent of Iris 
injuries and cause of die explosion was not known. 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa, hoping to set a 
precedent in workaholic Japan, 
says he’s taking an unusually 
lengthy 20-day holiday this sum- _ 
mer. Not to be outdone, ruling' 
and opposition party leaders have 
unvefled their own plans for long 
vacations. “Everybody’s going on 
vaction,” said one ruling p arty * 
official. “Tbe bosses usually take 
btiJKfeys but nothing as long as 
what, we’re seeing this year.” 
Qrluttary Japanese are taking an 
average four to five days off this 
year during the annual mid-sum- 
mer O-Bon Festival, falling in the 
second week of August. 


Mount Athos 
monks cancel ban 
onvisltors 


Republicans face tricky week of nianifesto drafting 


HOUSTON (R) — Republicans 
begin the difficult business of 
drafting a manifesto Monday, a 
week before tbe party’s national 
convention that President George 
Bush is hoping will bounce hnn 
back into the running for reelec- 
tion. 

With Mr. Bush and U.S. Vice 
President Dan Qnayle lagging in 
the polls behind Democrats Bill 
Clinton and Al Gore, Republican 
leaders hope a harmonious con- 
vention and a unified party will 
persuade voters to give their tick- 
et a new look. 

Yet the row over abortion and 
tire role of conservative Pat 
Buchanan do not angur well for a 
tranquil convention. 

While tire Democrats support a 
woman's right to choose abor- 
tion, the. current Republican plat- 
form, or party manifesto, backs a 
constitutional ban on the opera- 
tion. 

Mr. Bush has pledged that the 
abortion plank will not be rewrit- 
ten in Houston. 

The National Republican 
Coalition For Choice and Repub- 
licans For Choice, two groups 
that support keeping abortions 
legal and daim to represent most 
Republicans, have organised a' 
foil week of protests in Houston 
to pressure thej' party to eas i its 
stand. 

Opposing them will be the anti- 
abortion Republican National 
Caolitjon for Life and the mffitant 
Operation Rescue. 

These groups argue that the 

image done to the party by 
waffling on abortion would be far 
greater than any benefit from 
broadening its appeal to abortion 
rights advocates. 

Elder Republican statesman 
Barry Goldwater, the party's 
1964 presidential nominee last 
week that Mr. Bush would sink 
the party if he stayed with foe 


current policy. 

“My prophecy is the conven- 
tion wiD go down in a shambles, 
as will foe election,” foe retired 
five-term Arizona senator said in 
a letter m ade public last week. 

“If the president believes that 
the introduction of his position 
before tbe platform committee at 
foe convention wiQ result in no- 
thing but smooth going, he’s as 
wrong as wrong can be,” Gen. 
Goldwater said. 

A second group of Republi- 
cans, who fevonr keeping abor- 
tion legal, vowed last week to 
seek a convention floor fight if 
the platform committee leaves 
the ab o rti o n plank intact. 

The group also suggested a 
novel co mprom ise — that the 
platform say nothing on abortion 
whatever. 

U.S. Senator John Seymour, of 
California, one of the group's 
organisers, said foe suggestion 
was meant to unify the patty. 

He acknowledged that when be 
informed U.S. Senator Don 
Nkddes of Oklahoma, foe plat- 
form committee ebainnan, of the 
group’s plans, Gen. Nickles ges- 
tured as if being hung by his 
necktie. 

“I don’t know whether he was 
talking about his neck or mine,” 
Gen. Seymour said. 

Another potential threat to Re- 
publican harmony is Mr. Bucha- 
nan. 

The former political commen- 
tator embarrassed Mr. Bosh ear-,- 
her this year by picking up a 
quarter to a third of foe vote in " 
several primaries although be was 
making bis first run for pubfic 
office and faced an incumbent 
from his own party. 

Mr. Buchanan was given a spot 
on the convention prog ramme 
despite foe dismay of party insid- 
ers still angry because they said 
his primary campaign gave foe 


Democrats a road-map of Mr. Issuing a detailed foreign poli- 
Bush’s vulnerabilities months in cy blueprint for the candidates, 
advance of foe autumn campaign, drawn up by a bipartisan commis- 
He is to address tbe convention s km of experts, Winston Lord, 
on opening night Ang. 17, . former president of the. Council 
apparently having agreed to en- on Foreign Relations and ambas- 
doxse Mr. Bush. ~ sador to China, said he was 

But'Mr. Buchanan’s campaign tressed” at the lade of foreign 
office announced last week that ' poficy debate, 
be nonetheless would press for a The limping economy and dis- 
16-poinl alternative platform. turbine domestic social issues 
Despite the prospect of dis- magnified 


ATHENS (R) — The all-male 
monastic community of Mount 
Athos cancelled a ban on visitors 
after their tax row with the Greek 
government was settled. Tbe 
monks, who ban women, last 
mouth threatened to dose their 
doors to thousands of Greek and 
foreign' male visitors from Mon- 
day if the state taxed its property. 
They said the ban was railed off 
after the Finance Ministry prom- 
ised them that a new tax law 
would exclude their community. 
The Greek constitution grants the 
20 monasteries on the northern 
Greek peninsula the right to self- 
government. Women have not 
been allowed to set foot on 
Mount Athos since 1060. 


Belfast boy gives - 
mother ticking bomb 


comf ort in Houston, Mr. Bush 
said on Saturday be was.“abso- 
- finely convinced” he win win 
reelection in November “because 
Fm going to outwork” Clinton. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Gin ton’s hec- 
tic three-day bus tom- -through 
America’s heartland may* hot 
have matched foe success of his 
inaugural road trip, but aides said 
'it achieved foe goal of getting the 
ca nd i d a t e’s economic message 
across. *■ # 

“This trip was more focused on 

foe economic plan, on taking that 
message of putting people first. 


by foe Los Angeles 
riots provide the dominant focus 
of the campaign between Mr. 
Bush, 68, and Mr. Qintoh, who 
turns 46 on Aug. 19. 

The biggest foreign policy issue 
^been^wto her Mr. Bush is, as 

nrent, to presid^ower national 
security.! ... 

“The United States is the un- 
(S^xited leader of tbe world,” 
Mr- Bush said in a Georgia cam- 
paign speech. “And that did not 
hawxsn by aeddemt. It happened 
by leadership,” be said, taking at 


BEL FAS T(R) — a small bo 
Northern Ireland presented 
mot her with a gift — a bomb. Tt 
yearold Ryan COnsgrove fo 
foe device, a black box, do » 
ms home in Protestant West 1 
gst and proudly took it bomi 
ms mother Karen. But she 
rame suspicious because it 
ticking, carried the box out: 
jmd rafled the police. An ai 
«apert who 
“ted the device described it a 
mdercar booby-trap bomb c 
taaua S high explosives. 


* 




creating jobs, improving educa- least partial credit for foe coUause 
tion,” said Spokesman Dee Dee of co mmunion 


fo Michigan, Mr. Bush referred 

t have a right 

nfenlwho 


Myers. 

’ Mr. Cfinton h ammere d away at 
what bc^raHcdPresid^'Gb^gie 
ecetifrmc po&des. i 

leans -are- writing hsrderf oday J 

for 1^ money foao they were seasoning, foegutstodo^ri^ 
making 10 years ago,” ■ •*•**»”• 

Meanwhile, foe need to react 


Pigheaded 
•commuter* 
putovi right track 


^3ss.”be'ss 
KJtes.'srs 

a historic tom 

i5£feffgP &e of th e Soviet 
UnK matidits Comnnmist power 
- woe* experience is not 

“Fdragn policy, for foe first sarily foe >alffiratitji!j^~ 
tune ^memory, is avery secoo- . He mdfeated^tathfr BbA 

jfejyissn^said Sen. Christopher may be trapped by thinking of tte 

Dodd of Connecticut, a member part while Mr. 
of foe Senate-Foreign Relations ‘ ffi wnote 
" ft* the next decade.** 


to the cruelty of “ethnic deans- 
ing” in former Yugoslav states 
has given President Bush a 

chance so take foe stage as state* 

■man, bu* foreign policy issues are 
playing a minor rote mthe U.S. 
presidential ca mpai gn. 


«uh shovu 
JJJ® platforms. A new tele 
commercial shows a hei 

.swss.i 

^Kseataoa of the nighte 
^“8“? qneue-stonnins 
mg rush hour, ^mnant 
«« more intelligent than pig 
2“ “ “ f em*i them o 


Committee. 


jointly pn 
Pany and the Kowhjon-t 

5“ °dy <» Chinese lai 

»be said 







